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Portable Cooler Rentals has been serving the Hudson Valley since

1986.We are a family owned and operated business. Karl and Sue

Brueckner personally supervise all operations from initial order

to delivery and pickup.We ensure that you always receive expert
advice, prompt attention and service.

Our portable cooler units make party planning easy! You can keep
large quantities of food and beverage nice and cold.

Outdoor Weddings * Family Reunions * Retirement Parties
Graduation Parties * Clambakes * Neighborhood Parties
Bar Mitzvahs ¢ Christenings ¢ July 4th Parties
Mobile Warehouse for Catering
Extra Cooler Space At Job Or Store

845-338-0079

www.portablecoolerrentals.com

¥ ¥

845-679-6801

psychicNY@msn.com
psychicreadingsinwoodstockny.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
All Day
9am-4pm
Open Wednesday - Sunday

2356 RT 44/55 GARDINER
845-255-4949 « WWW.MIOGARDINER.COM
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK!

Stenes \Hellevs

FABUL
FUR

S
E

Live edge
furniture.

Robots.
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday
thru Sunday. And
sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY

(845) 750 3035
fabulousfurnitureon28.com
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Theice cream

of the crop

Something cold for the hot weather

by Theo Sassano

S WE BEGIN the sum-

mer season, nothing

is more appealing

than the prospect of
a nice scoop of local ice cream on
warm, sunny afternoons. A city
dweller myself, I can confidently
proclaim that the Hudson Valley
is home to some of the finest ice-
cream shops in the state. With
such a wide selection, it’s difficult
to pinpoint the perfect location for
the whole family. Here is a short
list of five of my favorites in Ul-
ster and Dutchess counties that
youd be missing out on not to try.

Jolly Cow
1620 Rte 9W, Lake Katrine

For those seeking a casual hang-
out spot for friends and family, the
Jolly Cowmaybethe perfect choice.
The Lake Katrine store adapts an
aesthetically old-fashioned style

when we went. They well exceeded
our expectations, especially when
considering the affordable prices.
Cash only.

Alleyway Ice Cream
Alleywayicecream.com

135 Partition St, Saugerties

Oneice-cream shop that particu-
larly caught my attention was Al-
leyway Ice Creamin Saugerties. As
thename suggests, the store canbe
found in a tranquil alleyway, pro-
viding for a relaxing atmosphere
and distinctive experience. The
flavors align with this distinctive-
ness as well. The shop features a
variety of unique flavors, includ-
ing Madagascar vanilla, Belgian
chocolate, buttermilk strawberry,
Thai tea cookies & cream, Ube
health-bar crunch, and more. “Our
mostpopularflavors would be Thai
tea and Ube,” employee Madison

Matthies explained. “People defi-

PHOTOS BY THEO SASSANO

Jolly Cow.

and features a vast area for visitors to
roam, including designated outdoor
seating spots.

The Jolly Cow offers amultitude of clas-

sicsinboth soft-serve
and hard-packed ice
cream, as well as top-
pings, shakes, and
sundaes. “Our most
staple flavors are va-
nilla and chocolate
twist, mint choco-
late chip, cookies &
cream, and orange
creamsicle,” said em-

Alleyway
Ice Cream.

ployee Mackenzie
Perpetua. My family
ordered these flavors

nitely getthose two alot, especially
together.”

Exclusive flavors such as these have
greatly contributed to the store’s success,
drawingin customers who seek to uncov-
er the mysteries behind these unfamiliar
names. “I don’t think another ice-cream
place around here has as many unique
flavors as us,” said Mathies. I sampled
the Thai tea cookies and cream, I could
instantly see why it was so popular, To
Thai tea lovers out there, it is certainly
worth the visit. And for everyone else
seekingapleasant, laid-back experience,
Alleyway is surely a great pick.

Fortunes Ice Cream
Https://www.fortunesicecream.com/
55 Broadway, Ttovoli

Similarly known for its unique flavors
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is Fortunes Ice Cream,
located in Tivoli. Fortunes
serves numerous store-
original flavors includ-
ing Labne strawberry
rhubarb, blood orange
Campari, cannoli shell,
ricotta candied orange,
and halva honeycomb as
well as drinks and spe-
cials. “All of our Labne
fruit combos [which] we
switch out [are] staple
products,” employee Mi-
randa Beer said. “It’s a
Middle Eeastern Europe
[that] we mix with sour

Fortunes Ice Cream.

877-NYLAWO09 (695-2909)
Albany | Manhattan | Rochester | Woodstock

hudsonvalleypersonalinjuryattorney.com
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The 176"Dutchess County Fair
Rhinebeck. NY

August 23 - August 28

Tuesday. August 23 * 7:30pm Wednesday. August 24 « 7:30pm
Admission & Concert - 37 pre-sale. 42 day of concert. FREE With Paid Admission

Thursday. August 25 * 7:30pm Friday. August 26 « 7:30pm
FREE With Paid Admission Admission & Concert - *42 pre-sale. *47 day of concert.

RODEOQ
Sat. August 27 « Noon & 6pm
& Sun. August 28 « 4 pm.
$5 Adults. Children 6 & Under FREE

Advance Discount Tickets For Admission.
Ride All Day Wristbands & Concerts

Are Available At
dutchessfair.com

KIDS UNDER 11
FREE ADMISSION AT ALL TIMES

FREE PARKING!
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Cherries Ice Cream.

cherry and black raspberry, and it’s
always super popular.”

Such flavors make the shop stand out
from its neighboring counterparts. “I
would say the flavors and how frequently
we swap them out is what [draws in
the most customers],” Beer explained.

“They come and go weeKkly, so I think
that makes people want to come in to
see what’s currently in store.” Addition-
ally, the store features gorgeous indoor
and outdoor dining areas alongside its
tranquil scenery.

Holy Cow
7270 S Broadway # 1, Red Hook

Holy Cow in Red Hook is the perfect
place to shop for special occasions; the
store’s main feature is its signature half-
vanilla, half-chocolate ice-cream cake,
offered in a range of sizes and readily

FREE & SAFE DISPOSAL OF

HOUSEHOLD PAINTS & CHEMICALS

Hosted by Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency

SATURDAY AUGUST 20

1 Clearwater Road
New Paltz

SUNDAY OCTOBER 23

999 Flatbush Road
Kingston

ULSTER COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY

ALL EVENTS HELD 8AM-12PM
~ BY APPOINTMENT ~ PRE-
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!

Sign up online: WWW.UCRRA.ORG/EVENTS-CLASSES

Accepted Items Include:
* Aerosols cans
* Automotive fluids
*  Fire extinguishers
*  Fluorescent light bulbs
* Household cleaners
* Lawn & garden chemicals
* Paints (lead, oil-based, & latex
paints)
*  Photography chemicals
*  Pool chemicals
e Stains & varnishes, etc.
* Sealants & adhesives
e Waste fuels
Program rules & special criteria

apply.

Questions? Call (845) 336-0600
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MAVERICK SUNDAY
AFTERNOONS @ 4PM
JULY3 Simone Dinnerstein, piano
JULY 10 Escher String Quartet
JULY 17 Daniel Gortler, piano
JULY 24 Quatuor Danel
JULY 31 Miré6 Quartet
AUG7 Horszowski Trio
AUG 14 Harlem Quartet w/Brandon
George, flute and Terrence
Wilson, piano
AUG 21 Borromeo String Quartet
AUG 28 Amernet String Quartet
@6:30PM Postlude - KASA Quartet w/
Huang Mei-Hsuan,piano
SEPT4 Catalyst Quartet w/
Dashon Burton, baritone
SEPT11 Roman Rabinovich, piano

AUG 27 CAROGA ARTS ENSEMBLE

SAT Alexander Platt, conductor

@6PM  Garry Kvistad, percussion
Michael Klotz, viola
Yevgeny Kutik, violin

MAVERICK SATURDAY
EVENINGS @ 8PM*
*Except July 2
JULY2 NEXUS 50th Birthday
@6PM  Bash w/ special guests
Paul Winter, soprano
saxophone & Henrique
Eisenmann, piano
JULY 16 Simi Stone and Friends
JULY 23 Happy Traum and Friends,
featuring Cindy Cashdollar
JULY 30 Simon Shaheen Trio
AUG 6 Christian Sands Trio
AUG 13 Steve Gorn and Friends
AUG 20 Anthony de Mare
SEPT3  Bill Charlap Trio
SEPT10 Jerome Jennings Trio
with Laurin Talese, vocals

MAVERICK FAMILY CONCERTS
SATURDAYS @ 11AM
Free: 16 and under, Adults: $5

AUG 6  Christian Sands - Jazz Piano

AUG 13 Terrence Wilson - Classical Piano

SEPT3  Catalyst Quartet - Classical

Maverick Concert Hall
120 Maverick Road, Woodstock, NY
maverickconcerts.org

The Kvistad Foundation | Laurie Ylvisaker/Village Green Realty

available to go. As someone who has
opted for Holy Cow’s ice-cream cake
in numerous birthday celebrations, I
can safely say that the dessert is perfect
for winding down after a long night of
festivities.

The store’s standard ice cream did not
disappoint, either; I tried out cookies
and cream as well as cotton candy which
I would highly recommend to anyone
searching for a lighter alternative. The
shop often drawslarge local crowds, with
lines going out the door at most hours
of the day; It is especially busy follow-

ing dinner hours and on weekends. The
store’s popularity is for good reason, and
so it is well worth the wait. Cash or local
checks only

Cherries Ice Cream
Http://cherriesicecream.com/
4162 Route 209, Stone Ridge

Cherries Ice Cream is great for anyone
in the area looking for a simple, relaxing
ice-creamvisitto kick offthe day. Despite
its modest appearance, Cherries’ menu
is jam-packed with soft-serve and hard-
packed ice cream, shakes, floats, sun-

Crafts People

Come visit

Saturday and Sunday 10:30 am - 6:00 pm

262 Spillway Road, West Hurley, NY 12491
Craftspeople262@gmail.com 845-331-3859
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Holy Cow.

LIVE AT LYDIA’S

>

EVENT CALENDAR

July 2 - Bob’s Your Uncle - Dance

July 16 - Peggy Stern Trio w/
Ron Horton & Lew Scott

July 30 - Jimmy Keneally Band

Aug 6 - Sonny & Pearly
(all music is indoor)

Open for Dinner Saturday

daes, and more.
While its flavors
gravitate toward
the classics, there
areseveral unique
combo options.
including laven-
der honey blue-
berryand coconut
raspberry.

The shop is
well known for
its strawberry ice
cream. Straw-
berry jam ripple,
alas, was sold out
on the day of my

visit. So I opted to try out the salted
caramel and found it to have just the
right balance of ingredients. I would
highly recommend it to all the caramel
lovers out there.

SN

Help keep
local journalism
strong

If you find what we’re doing valuable,
consider making contribution. Your support
ensures independent local journalism will
thrive in the Hudson Valley for years to
come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/support.

hvi

HUDSON
VALLEY
ARTISTS
2022

The Material,
The Thing

Monica Church, Gold Swift Phymatopus Hecta, 2019, courtesy the artist

June 22 - November 6, 2022

SAMUEL DORSKY MUSEUM OF ART
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ

www.newpaltz.edu/museum

Takeout & Patio Dining THE ‘

DORSKY

7 0ld US 209 Stone Ridge, NY 12484

845-687-NERD  lydias-cafe.com
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imb the mountain,

Sisyphus!

There’s nothing at the top but air

by Rokosz Most

OOKING WESTWARD  FROM
the fancy white deck of a
sailboat out on the Hudson
River. Or just taking in the

sunset standing on the black asphalt

of the Lowe’s parking lot above Ul-
ster Avenue. It makes no difference.

Locals and official maps concur. Those
soft, snowless blue-colored hills that the
sun sinks behind are in fact bonafide
mountains.

The tallest peak of the Catskill moun-
tains, Slide Mountain, only rises up 4180
feet. You'd need to stack five Slide Moun-
tains one on top of the next to almost
reach the topographic prominence ofthe
tallestmountainin America, the singular
Denali in the Alaskan hinterlands.

Heartfelt apologies to anyone from

Hudson Valley Explore

Summer in the Valley

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Geddy Sveikauskas
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR: Genia Wickwire
ADVERTISING: Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle,
Elizabeth Jackson, Angela Lattrell,
Tobi Watson, Jenny Bella
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Joe Morgan
probucTioN: Diane Congello-Brandes,
Josh Gilligan
CIRcULATION: Dominic Labate
COVER PHOTO: Rokosz Most

www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Ulster Publishing (est. 1972) is a Hudson
Valley media company with its office at
322 Wall Street in Kingston. For more info
on upcoming special sections, including
how to place an ad, call (845) 334-8200,
fax (845) 334-8202 or e-mail info@
hudsonvalleyone.com.

PHOTOS BY ROKOSZ MOST
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Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your contractor sell?

Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties
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Idaho, and to those accustomed to the
distant cordillerasin the Rocky Mountain
State. To be considered a mountain, all
that is required is that it should exist
in the imagination of those who live
beneath it.

On fir-treed crowns of moss and rock,
the Catskills gather snow in the winter.
Itmelts down into freshets in the spring-
time, when black bears forage and roam
up and down the jumbled stone and soil
slopes.

Whatever they may lack in the striking
Grand Tetonesque sense, the Catskills

recover in quantity.

Accordingtothe Catskill 3500 club, en-
thusiastic mountaineers who take their
name from the altitude above which its
own membership is active, there are 33
Catskills mountain peaks lofty enough
to qualify for their attention.

Hiking, scrambling, hill walkers all.
Even some rock climbers.

All but two of the peaks rise up within
the boundaries of the 710,000-acre for-
est preserve known as the Catskill Park.
Almost half of it is protected as “forever
wild”bythe New York State Constitution,

Main-(ans

ENERGY —

- Prepay/Budget Plans
« Guaranteed Supply
* Reliable Delivery

100% Employee-Owned & Operated
Trusted Since 1930

Offering Capped Price Protec
& Free Propane Tank Swap /

NOW is the time to upgrade your
heating oil & propane supplier!
- Expert Service

- Open 24/7/365
+ No Hidden Fees

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

1-800-590-5864 MainCareEnergy.com

4

Main-Cans

ENERGY

Main-Care Energy Delivers BioHeat!

Low-Carbon + Renewable + Sustainable

MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY!

At NO EXTRA COST this cleaner-burning, home heating fuel
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and is fully compatible with
any existing heating oil system.

Main-Cans

For more information, additional resources can be found at:

1-800-590-5864 MainCareEnergy.com/BioHeat

CALL US NOW!

ENERGY

and the rest is subject to some degree of
state regulation

A lot of visitation

The Catskill Center, a 501(3)c non-
profit which in its name busies itself
with the pursuits of conservation and
development, pegs the number of an-
nual visitors to the park surrounding the
mountains at 1.7 million.

In season, visitors soak in the swim-
ming holes and under waterfalls, hunt
wily prey through the foothills, fish in
the valley rivers, carouse in the orange
light of campfires, and sleep between the
ground and stars in the pure nighttime
blackness which falls early between the
mountains.

There are those who can look upon
mosquitoes, ticks, poison ivy, hunting,
skinning and cooking game, and sleeping
anywhere near where “there be bears”
as monotonous or stupid or horrifying.

Add aTouch of
Irish Hospitality To
Your Next Celebration

Our beautiful light-filled
event space is perfect for
wedding receptions and other
special occasions.

Let our highly-trained staff
provide you and your guests
with unsurpassed personal
service and attention.

Please call to set up
an appointment.

Cozy dining rooms
in our historic 1759 restaurant
are also available for more
intimate gatherings.

s

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz
(Located on the New Paltz Golf Campus)

(845) 255-7888

www.garvans.com
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® c@f suncommon’

Mead Orchards

MOTO Coffee/Machine

Supporting local businesses
who put sustainability first.

At SunCommon, we believe in using business as a force for good.
So, we’re highlighting some Hudson Valley organizations that
are building a brighter future for their community by going solar.

Contact SunCommon today! P

suncommon.com/hvexplore g":'m“ Mkt

(845) 516-7014

Corporation
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“In our home, you are on
your own but never alone.”

NYS Dept. of Health
Licensed Adult Care Home

Full Medical Coordination

Unmatched Recreational Activities

> Where hippies 7

come to rest
Move-in Special:
$1k off your
first month’s rent!

Owned & operated locally by
the DePoala & McNaughton Families

845.331.1254
mountainvalleymanor.com

Voted Best
Assisted Living in
the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting
at 397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour
and Stay for Lunch

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Go Titan

DON’T“PUT IIP WITH DIRTY SMELLY WATERL
We will soive: any fall of your water i issues -,
from bacterla to clay and everything in between.

From well drilling to water testing, we meet every need.

Contact us for dependable drilling
I T AN contractors who ensure your water
D18 002G 0TI TAN:

systems are operating as they should.
264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406 | www.titanwelldrillingny.com

Find us on Facebook

Farther from the mountains, thisattitude
is more common. According to the U.S.
Census Bureauover 80 percentofthe U.S.
population nowlivesin urban areas. The
centuries have come and gone. and the
multihued human race, speaking every
language concocted, has fled in great
numbers from the concealing darkness
into the permanent light of the city.
For them, the mountains, remote and
treacherous, appear even taller.

The lookout towers

Well, for the recreational pleasure of
rural or urban, never mind which, fire
lookout towers on the top of five of the
mountain peaks in the Catskills still
await.

The oldest fire tower was first framed
outofwood on Balsam Lake Mountainin
1887. Its job was to keep an eye on cinder
fires before they went wild. The tower
frame was rebuilt out of metal in 1930.

Hiking to the summit of Balsam, one
takes a trail that starts from Mill Brook
Road outside the hamlet of Arkville. It
is described as a moderate, six-mile,
round-trip hike.

Three more towers stand on the peaks
of Tremper Mountain, Hunter Moun-
tain, and Red Hill Mountain. Above
Woodstock, there’s a fire tower on the
Overlook Mountain, the southernmost
peak of the Catskills escarpment. Behind
thatsudden shelfoftall rock, cloudbursts
and thunderstorms flow suddenly over
to ambush all Ulster County between it
and the Hudson River.

At 4040 feet, the peak of Hunter
Mountain is just the second highest in
the Catskills, and the fire tower built

Pabla’s Flowers
& Landscaping

Garden Designs ® Masonry
Home Remodeling
Electric ® Plumber

Interior and exterior paint

No job is too big for us
Excellent references from the
Neighborhood © Insured

womenherorines@gmail.com

845-663-4207
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night falls.
Butthisisnatureon
its own terms.

Mountains aren’t
convenient

So often city lives
are lives subsumed
in populous stimu-
lation. Each person
surrounded by the
others, jolted with
unexpected inter-
actions. City life is
friction and striking
sparks.

Getting up any of
the mountains, all
thatisleftfarbehind.
Thesocially or chem-
ically addicted who
walk among us may
be appalled. There’s

Ruins of the old hotel atop Woodstock’s Overlook.

there stretches it another 60 feet high.
Tremper Mountain isthemostmodestly
sized. Atjust 2740 feet,itdoesn’t meetthe
test for the Catskill 3500 Club. For that
matter, neither do Redhill or Overlook.
Most of the mountains with the fire
towers on top are amenable to “easy
mountaineering,” requiring nothing
more strenuous than a scrambling hike,
with ski poles optional. Some summits,
however, are friendlier than others.
Woodstock’s Overlook’s parking lot
just across from a Tibetan Buddhist
monastery places the aspirant at the
beginning of a dirt and rock trail as wide
as a driveway. Almost certainly, supply
trucks used to run up to the hotel built
near the top before all the wooden fram-
ing burned down. The brick walls stand
there still, old and scorched. And a well-
known rattlesnake population basks in
thesummer sun orwarns fromthe brush.
On the way up Tremper Mountain, a
natural spring pours out of a crack in
the rocks. A spring has to be one of the
most holy things nature can provide.
Moss thrives on the moist rocks, and
the cold water flows never-ending from
the presumed icy heart of the mountain.
Over in Hardenburgh, Balsam Lake
Mountain has an active bear popula-
tion, with their headquarters in the
hills around Alder Lake, the easier to
reconnoiter the camp sites there after

nothing at the top of
the mountainbutair.
There are no swank

""II\".IYAI "IIYAI'"’III\ Ilyll.
N7zl NN AN AN

Artlstlc Renovations
CHAIR CANING

Furniture repair and sales | Free estimates
hankmildew@gmail.com | 845-750-2298

¢ Window Cleaning
o Power Washing
o Gutter Cleaning
* Soft Roof Wash

* Residential
Cleaning Services

845-372-5650

www.captainspotless.com

WOODSTOCK

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, LLC

(845) 663-2274 WOODSTOCKHVAC.COM
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restaurants. There are no discotheques.
Not even convenience stores.

But mountains are not convenient.
Getting up them is an unceasing fight

against gravity into thinner and thinner
air. Last summer featured rotting deer
corpses dead from wasting sickness. This
summer it’s rattlesnakes and milkweed

Tick checks never fall out of fashion.
Some say there was a paradise once,
before the meteorsfelland chased usinto

the caves where we
scribbled the facts
and forgot their
meaning, while
outside the centu-
ries passed before
we came back out.

Some vestigial
itch compels us
still from under the
cover of our apart-
ments and houses
to search still, into
the woods. Naked,
as it were, for a
reunion with a for-
gotten childhood
or the old rituals.
To re-examine the
darkness or just to
mimic a billboard
advertisement or a
bank commercial.
All of the above.

Here is what one
does.
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The broadest selection of the biggest trees
and plants in the Hudson Valley.

AUGUSTINE NURSERY

CREATING LANDSCAPES OF DISTINCTION

SINCE

w

9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845)338-4936 AugustineNursery.com

FULL-SERVICE NURSERY « CUSTOM LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION « STONE YARD & HARDSCAPING
WATER FEATURES < IRRIGATION « LIGHTING < RETAIL SHOP & MORE
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Ever upwards

Take raspberries along. Or cherries.
Spit the pits out as one ascends. Or take
clementines. Tossing the rinds.

The wise remember water, because not
every mountain boasts a rock spring.
Overlook doesn’t. Balsam Lake Moun-
tain doesn’t.

Of course, there may be more than one
trail. As for the top, sandwiches. Des-
sert. Some little celebration to mark the
summit. Sparkling water. Pomegranate
juice. Or something stronger.

On June 19, for example, from the
trailhead to the top of Redhill Mountain,
justoffSugarloafRoad, the wind thathad
picked up the day before never stopped.

/

=11

See hanfordmills.org
or call 607-278-5744
for reservations, tour
times, or to find out
more about our new
Exploration Days

607.278.5744

51 County Highway 12

Once into the woods the wind blew
through the whole place, every branch
and limb and leaf rustled and sighed.
The wind tousled the branches and
leaves so that the sun flashed through
theinterstices. The effect was a forest full
of spinning thaumatropes. Mushrooms
could be just the ticket.

Wall of moving green. Vivid green.
Electric green. Brighter than memory.

Everupwards, the trail follows a choppy
river of once-flowing stones now buried
into the dirt. Wind not letting up. Wid-
owmakers threatening.

The trail is fast, only a mile and a half,
onefootinfront ofthe other. Keep watch-
ing for rattlesnakes. The whole affair

HANFORDMILLS.ORG

East Meredith, NY

ROBERT BLOOMER

Cell: 914-388-0501

FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”

We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating
for Driveways and Parking Lots.

845-679-7949

Serving the Hudson Valley

* TAKE DOWNS

* CHIPPING

* TOPPING

* CLEARING

* SCENIC VIEWS

* CABLING

* STORM DAMAGES

robert.bloomer@yahoo.com

could be redundant, but it doesn’t have
to be. Step after step, tree after tree, this
is the mistake of rushing. Don’t rush. Eat
a peach. Contemplate the ferns.

Hiking up a mountain, like kayaking
throughrapids orjumping offahigh rock
intodeep water, then makes perfectsense
ifithasto. Activelyfending off stagnation
releases one from the cycle of perdition.
Also known as repetition.

Betwixt fear and release

In this way do we pursue remarkable
memories.

The spring is there closer to the top.
Other people with dogs re there as well.
Just have to share the forest. Hiking up,
time takes time.

Thefire toweristhere on the top. Remi-
niscent of an electrical power transmis-
sionline tower. The x-shaped scaffolding,
thelatticed structures. Nine crisscrossing
flights of wooden stairs climb up inside
theframeto ametal roombuilt at the top,
like the guardroom on a prison tower.

There’s some kind of tabletop naviga-
tion device up there. Sign says six people
atatime. Maybe 13 people here total. An
American flag billows from the highest
railing, fluttering in a place where pa-
triotism has no relevance. But the colors
sure are pretty.

When the wind blows like this, some
climbing the stairs to the observation
room grow faint of heart and turn back
just two flights from the top. Chicken
wire tied along the railings closes in the
safe path from the open air. It’s hard to
topple over the side without real effort.
The wind is strong but the wall-less
tower doesn’t offer resistance, and the
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All the colors
you can imagine
All the supplies
you'll need!

POWER TOOLS
PLUMBING
HEATING
HAND TOOLS
ELECTRICAL

There’s something
for everyone at Houst!

4 Mill Hill Road - housthardware.com -

info@housthardware.com - 845.679.2115

LAWN/GARDEN
FUN & GAMES
SPORTS
AUTO
HOUSEWARES

Truelalue

RENTAL




20 .SuMMER 2022 Hudson Valley Explore

ULSTER PUBLISHING

Lightning Protection!

518-789-4603 ¢ 845-373-8309 ¢ www.alrci.com

HA R I\/l A > Pellet and Accentra 52i
charcoal grills, Insert
rill accessories e et song
Featuring Smart Operation Easy Touch g U insert just got hotter!”
Controls — with scheduling, cleaning BBQ pellets, Heat up to 2600 SF,
prompts & gauges. feat t ti
Visit www.harmanstoves.com or Charcoall wood h .t.ea gfs ad omta '©
Gem Woodstove Company for d fi i ‘gnition & temperature
pany and gas tirepits controll
Absolute 43 Absolute 63 P43 P68 Allure 50
Heat up to 2400 SF Industry leading heat Most compact, One of the Stylish, powerful
Quiet, compact & & control, heat up to powerful P-Series most efficient stoves & quiet

powerful; dual fans 3400 SF pellet stove on the market! 92 Ib. hopper!

- \=GEM STOVE AND FIREPLACE e
AL " 5
W new displays
WOOD - PELLET & GAS STOVES * FIREPLACES * SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES of stoves,
518-622-3862 inserts &
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 - other times by appointment fireplaces
www.gemstoveandfireplace.com

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED S
CUSTOMERS 7987 Rt. 32 North - Cairo NY

ASK FOR DETAILS

base of the structure is wide. Engineer-
ing is sound.

The wind is strong enough to take off
baseball caps or sunglasses at the top of
the fire tower, above the treetops. Win-
dows with four-square panes of glass can
be opened. Then there’s the 360-degree
view and a sort of muted dopamine blast
somewhere betwixt the adrenaline of fear
and theeuphoriaofrelease, which can only
berecognized inastate ofabsolutestillness.

A mild high

A very quiet inside voice looks to com-
mune with front-of-brain consciousness.
Compared to afistfightorarock concert,
ifyou don’t know the feeling you're look-
ing for, it gets lost in the wash of blood
and elevated heartbeat that comes after
all those flights of stairs.

Why doitatall? If only to regale others
with the exploit? Certainly.

But taking out the cellphone to snap
pictures reduces it all to a five-inch
window frame. Flat now, lifeless, one
step removed from existence. The life
one sees is again subsumed, even if it’s
shared across social media.

If there must be one, then let this be
the purpose for hiking up to the top of
a mountain: Quiet dopamine. A mild
high provided after moderate exertion,
free from brain.

Always remember to keep an eye on
what the sun is doing. Getting caught
in the half-light forest darkness while
coming back down the mountain, well,
that can be fun, too. Owls calling in the
darkness. Climb the mountain, Sisyphus.

The Department of Environmental Con-
servationwill honorthe accomplishment
of visiting all five fire towers with a com-
memorative patch and will extend the
Jjoy of being entered into a contest to win
great outdoor prizes as a _further fillip.
Hurry. Contest ends January 31, 2023.

A Tl & Tl IS a3

Moantaimn

OGafe
INDIAN RESTAURANT

Serving the finest authentic
Indian cuisine for over a decade.

TAKE OUT

Open 7 Days 4-10pm ¢ Weekends 12-10pm
Catering Small Parties

woodstock new vore 0790100
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Views of the Hudson River are the backdrop to the HVSF stage.

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE

The greenest theater
In America

Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festvoal's first season

at new Garrison site opens July 7

by Frances Marion Platt

OR A DECADE now, I've been
raving about the Hudson Val-
ley  Shakespeare  Festival.
The artistic excellence of its
productions rivals that of Manhat-
tan’s Public Theater on a more modest
budget. We admire the audacity of its
sometimes-edgy interpretations of the
Bard and other classic stageworks, its
willingness to take risks, its prioritiz-
ing of great acting and directing over

extravagant sets and costumes, its trust
in the audience’s capacity to imagine.

We always have to
mention the setting as
well. There’slittle need
for stagey spectacle
when the backdrop is
a million-dollar view
of the Hudson High-
lands. No one who has
ever seen a play in the

HVSF tent on the grounds of Boscobel is
likely ever to forget that moment when

“The opposite

of museum

Shakespeare”

the cast first appears over the rise, with
West Point, Constitution Marsh, and

perhaps a setting sun
backlighting them.
Boscobel has been
HVSF’s home since
1988, its second year of
existence. Butitwasal-
waysonlyarental - one
that had to wrap up by
Labor Day weekend so

thattheestate could be devoted toits other
mainroleas an autumnal wedding venue.
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Rolling fields are part of the beautiful property.

performers.”

The space will remain the sort of infor-
mal setting that nurtures the spontaneity
of open-air summer theater - what Mc-
Callum calls “the opposite of museum
Shakespeare.”

Since the plans for the redevelopment
of this site are still working their way
through the permitting process with
Philipstown’s planning board, the 2022
theater season is proceeding under the
auspices of a special-event permit. No
new permanent construction can begin
as yet.

The familiar white tent from the old
site is being put up temporarily on a flat
pad on a former tennis court adjacent to
the golf course’s clubhouse. The grassy
slope next to it is suitable for picnicking,
though it’s not positioned to take full
advantage of the viewshed. But the spot
where the new tent will go and the three

Thetimetorenew HVSF’slease was
approaching when an extraordinary
opportunity dropped into the not-
for-profit arts organization’s lap. It
was the offer ofadonated permanent
home ofits own, Nowthefirstseason
of live performance at HVSF’s new
home - the former Garrison Golf
Course, less than four miles away
from Boscobel -isaboutto getunder
way. Happily, the vista from the site
is every bit as eye-popping as the
old one was.

“Nobody knows this view here
except for golfers,” said HVSF ar-
tistic director Davis McCallum as
he gave a tour of the new site in
May. Before us, as we stood where a
new, permanent theater tent will be
erected in 2023 or 2024, stretched a
stunning northerlyview of theiconic
gap where the Hudson River flows
through the Highlands, with Storm
King on the left and Breakneck
Ridge on the right. The tent opening
behind the stage area will point at
Breakneck, and there’s a little knoll

picniclawns surrounding it are only
a short walk away.

To get there from the new rain-
permeable parking lot - set on a
former fairway, and much closer to
the action than the lots at Boscobel
- visitors will be walking on gently
winding, ADA-accessible pathways
through anative wildflower meadow.
Land that used to be a monoculture
of closely mowed lawn, treated regu-
larly with pesticides, herbicides and
fungicides, is being returned to its
natural state.

“We have the ambition of being the
greenest theaterin America,” McCal-
lum says. “A golf course is anything
but green.”

How did this ecofriendly transfor-
mation come about? Much of the
credit must go to Christopher Davis,
the philanthropist who is donating
98 acres of the 200-acre golf course
heowned to HVSF. Though he keeps
a low public profile, declining to be
interviewed forthis article, Davisand
his family have been a major force

that can be used in the same way as
the topography of the Boscobel site
was used to shield the cast from view
until the vieweris ready for the dramatic,
“otherworldly” entrance.

“We're going to maintain thatsignature
moment when the actors emerge from
the landscape,” McCallum explained.

Thenewtent will beslightly smallerand
lower than the old one, better ventilated,
with broad overhangs that will provide

Davis McCallum, the artistic director at HVSF.

rain protection during intermissions.
It will require fewer masts to stay up,
meaning that there will no longer be any
seating with obstructed views. In other
respects, it will resemble its predeces-
sor, with a three-quarter-thrust stage, a
sandy floor, and “areal sense of acoustical
intimacy between the audience and the

for environmental conservation in
the Hudson Valley for decades. His
grandmother, Kathryn Wasserman,
was something ofalegend. The daughter
ofasuffragette, sherode horseback across
the Caucasus Mountains in Russia in
the 1920s, got her Ph.D. in Geneva, and
married awealthyinvestor named Shelby
Collum Davis.

Ms. Davis became Richard Nixon’s
ambassador to Switzerland, and took
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SWIM BETTER wiignvor
Thought You Could
“TOTAL IMMERSION

Celebrating our 34th season teaching kids 5 yrs & up and adults

« Swimmers and triathletes of ALL LEVELS

* Private & Semi-private workshops
FREE ebook: Ultra-Efficient Freestyle & FREE swim cap

Text or Call: 914466 -5956
Email: swimstudio@totalimmersion.net
Web: totalimmersion.net (Click on “Get Coached” then “Studios”)

For ebooks, & streaming videos

Year Round
7 Days a Week
7 am - 8 pm

MHRKET

75 Mill St. 24 Garden St.
Woodstock, NY Rhinebeck, NY

Since we’ve worked with
local farms & businesses

to provide our community
with food you can share
with the people you love.

/\»._\‘

Sunflowernatural.com §

e




24 . SUMMER 2022

Hudson Valley Explore

ULSTER PUBLISHING

BOICE’S

Farm & Gawrden Stand
600 Kings Highway
Saugerties NY 12477
(845) 246-1160
boices.farm@yahoo.com
Great Novelty Gifts
Open 7 Days 10-5 pm
The Healthiest Planty at the Best Prices

Large Selection of
Hanging Baskets,
Perennials,
Annuals, Herbs

INSTRUMENTS, INSTRUCTION, RENTALS
REPAIRS, ENTERTAINMENT

JACOBS MUSIC CENTER

Your Local Full Service Music Center
Serving the Hudson Valley Since 2000
Thank you for choosing Jacobs Music Center for all your Musical Needs!

1 Milton Ave, Highland, NY « 845 691 2701
JacobsMusicCenter.com
Open: Tues, Wed, Thurs 11-9pm, Fri & Sat 10-5pm

3
@ jacobsmusiccenter /

up painting and kayaking in her nineties
after a hip fracture forced her to give up
tennis. She voted for Norman Thomas,
snubbed Donald Trump, and lived to
be 106. At age 100, she donated $20
million to Scenic Hudson, where her
grandson was alongtime board member,
to save Hudson River waterfronts from
development.

Chris Davis has carried on the family’s
environmentalisttradition, and still serves
on the board of the Hudson Highlands
Land Trust, which will manage the acre-
age of the former golf course that won't
belong to HVSF. That land will be under
permanent conservation restrictions.

Chris Davis had bought the property
in 1999 specifically to prevent it from
being subdivided for condo develop-
ment, and since then has operated the
golf course at a loss “while he looked
around for an adaptive reuse consistent
with his conservation values that could
be maintained as a community asset,”

“It’s giving us
chancestodo
things we could
never do before.”

McCallum says. “He has been a patron
of the Shakespeare Festival for many
years, but hisreal interest is in conserva-
tion and environmentalism. He’s really
motivated by wanting the experience of
the Hudson Highlands being accessible
to more people.”

While the new HVSF site and adjoining
property won’tbe a public park perse, lo-
calswill continuetobeabletouseitstrails
for passive recreation such as dogwalking
and snowshoeing. Nolonger constrained
by Boscobel’s calendar, HVSFwill be able
to continue performances in September
and October, including matinées geared
to “busloads of school kids,” according to
McCallum. “It’s giving us chances to do
things we could never do before.”

Access will be enhanced both for
people with disabilities and those who
previously lacked opportunities to enjoy
live theater for socioeconomic reasons.
“We're reimagining this as a cultural
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Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from
New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING+« HIKING« MEDITATION. SOUND BATHS
PRIVATE YOGA.BONFIRE- DEWA SPA.FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US | 845.688.6897

SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA'S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA

Since

Lio78

Natural Food & Vitamin Centers

Where a
HEALTHY AND
DELICIOUS

sSummer Begins

300 Kings Mall Ct 249 Main St
Kingston

336-5541
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campus forall of the people ofthe Hudson
Valley to feel like what used to be a golf
course is a place where they can come
with their family,” McCallum says. The
tent, grounds and clubhouse could host
community events when not otherwise
in use.

Partofthe generous package that Davis
has bestowed upon HVSF is ownership
of the clubhouse, restaurant and events
business, which hosts about 130 wed-
dingsayear. The organization will create
a for-profit subsidiary to manage these
businesses, whoseincomeshould serve to
makethetheatrical activities sustainable.

“The Holy Grail of not-for-profits,”
says McCallum, his face lit with wonder.
“Nothing like this has happened in non-
profit theater in several generations.”

The clubhouse known as The Garrison,
home to the Valley Restaurant and the
World’s End Bar, will make it possible
fortheater patrons to have ameal on-site
before ashow. Inrecentyears, HVSF has
had to put up its actors in motels in Fish-

VINTAGE — ANTIQUES

Rt 28, 3 miles west of Phoenicia
Amazing, well priced, archival
clothing, furniture, accessories

BLUE BARN MARKETPLACE
845-688-2161  Open Fri-Sun 11-5

FLEA MARKET | Vendor Space Available | ULTIMATE YARD
July 9th SALE
September 3rd & 4th 845'22 1'6561 Saturday Only
October 8th & 9th focd : September 17th
November 5th Free Admission & Parkmg 9 am - 3 pm Rain or Shine
8 am - 4 pm Rain or Shine No Pets 845-226-1660

428 RT. 216, STORMVILLE, NY « WWW.STORMVILLEAIRPORTFLEAMARKET.COM
As seen on HGTV’s “Flea Market Flip”!

Stone sculptures can be found throughout the property.

kill for the season. Eight lodging units
upstairs in the clubhouse can be used
as accommodations for visiting artists.
The building can also host winter arts
residencies and trainings, and be used by
community groups on weekdays when
no events are happening. HVSF’s ten-
year plan - not included in the site plan
currently under review by the township
—envisions the construction of additional

STORMVILLE AIRPORT FLEA MARKET

Antigue Facn and Flea Warket

August 6th & 1th, 2022

atthe Washington County Fairgrounds
Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY
(12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$5 admission,

(65+ $4,under-16 - FREE)
Old-Fashioned Antique Show
featuring 200+ dealers, free
parking, great food, and real

bathrooms. fai dsh |
($10 - Early Buyers - a1rgrli)un shows@aol.com
Fridays before show) Ph. 518-331-5004

$90 - Dealer Spaces

Still Available:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY
PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com

artisthousing, arehearsal barn/costume
shop, and a small indoor theater that
would be usable year-round. “The first
LEED Platinum purpose-built theater
in America,” McCallum boasts.

But first things first.

Fornow, audiences can get their tickets
for three different productions during
HVSF’sfirstseasononitsnewsiteat 2015
Route 9 in Garrison, at the intersection
of Snake Hill Road. The very first show
will be a production of Romeo and Ju-
liet, directed by Gaye Taylor Upchurch,
with very unconventional casting: The
headstrong teenaged lovers will be
portrayed by HVSF’s longest-running
stage veterans Kurt Rhoads and Nance
Williamson, who also happen to be mar-
ried to each other. It opens on July 7 and
runs through September 18, in repertory
with Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play by
Anne Washburn, with music by Michael
Friedman. Davis McCallum will direct.
It'sapost-apocalyptic dystopian tale told
around a campfire, begun by retelling an
episode from The Simpsons.

Both plays will take a two-week hiatus
in mid-August to host a stop on the
national tour of the Woolly Mammoth
Theatre Company’s production of Where
We Belong by Madeline Sayet, directed
by Mei Ann Teo. It’s a solo performance
by Sayet, a woman of Mohegan ances-
try, exploring the relationship between
Shakespeare and colonialism.

Ticket prices for all three shows range
from $10 to $95. To order, or to find out
more, visit https://hvshakespeare.org.
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Natural treasure

PHOTOS BY ZAC SHAW

Tiny pyrite clusters found at a popular Ellenville rockhouding site near Berme Road Park.

Rockhounding in Ulster County 1s an adventure in awareness

by Zac Shaw

“Not all who wander are lost. Some are
Just looking for cool rocks.”

— Unknown
OCKHOUNDING IS HAV-
ING a moment. Accord-

ing to Google Trends, it is
more popular now than ever
before. Don’t own a pick hammer?

This might take some explaining.

Rockhoundingis the act of finding and
collecting rocks, minerals, and fossils.
But why? Who are these people sifting
through stones and chipping away at
mountainsides? What'’s the point?

You might be surprised.

Rockhounders are as diverse as the
many specimens they collect. Some are
outdoorsy types who incorporate hunt-
ing for tiny treasures into their hiking,

climbing and spelunking. Others seek
magic-crystal energy, drawing placebo
power from gems. On the opposite end
of the spectrum are amateur geologists
digging into the science behind regional
rock formations that date back eons.
You'll also find retailers and serious col-
lectors seeking fortune with pickaxes and
rock drills, in search oflarge deposits that
can fetch hundreds or even thousands
of dollars.
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Growing up in the area, my childhood
was full of finding fossils on the shores
of local creeks and collecting smooth
quartz and beach glass by the Ashokan
Reservoir. Now that I have a nine-year-
old daughter, I get to pass along these
geological pastimes, rediscovering the
adventure of the hunt and joy of the
find. Rockhounding is one of the few
hobbies that can bring young and old
alike together in the glorious natural
surroundings of the Hudson Valley.

While New York has a fascinating geo-
logical history, it is not known as a top
rockhounding state. Nonetheless, many
treasures are to be found. Garnet, the of-
ficial gem of our state, is found mainly in
the Adirondacks but also as far south as
New York City. Its hardness makes it a
greatindustrial polishing material, while
collectors prize the rare gem-quality
garnet for its rich, dark, ruby-red hue.

You may have heard of Herkimer dia-
monds, which are actually super-clear
quartz. Awholetouristscene has popped
up around the Herkimer region, where
you can pay to search through the tailings
oflocal minesforachanceatfindingsome
truly spectacular quartz points that are

Shards of clear quartz discovered at the remains of a
secret Kingston rockhouding spot that's been nearly

picked clean.

A pick hammer is a rockhounder's best friend. Just make
sure to wear gloves and safety glasses.

as clear as glass.

Knowing how
to look

But what about Ul-
ster County? How
does one go about
finding anything
around here?

First, you don’t just
have to knowwhere to
look. Youhave to know
how to look.

Google is a great
place to start learn-
ing, and there are
some great region-
specific books like

Rockhounding New York: A Guide to
the State’s Best Rockhouding Sites. But
you might already see the problem with
hunting treasure in locations widely
known as rockhounding hotspots. The
secret has been out for awhile, and these
locations are more than likely to have
been picked over.

This was our experience in Ellenville,
where a well-known abandoned quartz
and pyrite mineishidden justacouple of
minutes into the woods south of Berme
Road Park. Use the parking lot closest to
the woods, and you will see a path next
to a small pavilion. Follow that path a
short distance until it splits, and make
a right. In moments you will be facing
a massive sheer rock face smack in the
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middle of the forest.

We saw glittering pyrite clusters em-
bedded in the rock, and collected small
shards of milky-to-clear quartzscattered
on the ground all over. A pick hammer
was little match for the super-hard
surfaces, but we did find some recently
discovered quartz veins that looked
promising for a person with more heavy-
duty equipment.

Suddenly, we were startled by a deer
tumbling down the sheer rock face from
some unseen origin point. It flailed as it
tried to climb back up the cliff, sliding
back down before hobbling off into the
woods.

You need good gear

Our harrowing encounter with nature
was just another aspect of proof that
the excitement of rockhounding is more
often about the journey and experience.
Sometimes you get to take home a prize.
Tiny shards of quartz and broken rocks
with miniscule pyrite clusters maynotbe
noteworthyto serious rockhounders, but
tothe amateur theystill feel like precious
souvenirs of a fun adventure in nature.
Whether we go home empty-handed or

A SEMBLANCE of SELF
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come to Kingston

art, food, shopping & fun!

Hoffman House
Restaurant

A National Historic Landmark
circa 1711
Beautiful Outside Dining
Regional American Cuisine

Steak, Seafood,
Pasta Specialties

Daily Specials

Open Tuesday - Sunday ° Visit our website for hours

94 North Front St., Kingston, NY * 845.338.2626 * Hoffmanhousetavern.com

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Closed 4th of July
Re-open July 5th

HAPPY
4™ OF JULY

8 Fair St., Kingston, NY
845-339-4715

Hours: OPEN TUES. - FRI. 7 am - 4 pm;
SAT. & SUN. 7am - 1 pm; CLOSED MON.

Live (ut

Loud ¥

Live Out Loud Shop
Wednesday 11:00 am to 5:30 pm
Thursday 11:00 am to 5:30 pm
Friday 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Occasionally Sunday from 1:00 am to 4:00 pm

334 Wall Street, Kingston, NY 845.802.0010

Open daily 10-6
2 FLOORS
OF BOOKS!

35 N. Front St., Kingston, NY

331-5439
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not, we always leave with a story to tell.

Even casual rockhounders need some
gear. A pickhammer and chisel or pry bar
arenecessaryto getatanythingembedded
in rock. The area is notorious for having
very hard, difficult rock to penetrate.

It goes without saying you need some-
thing to carry your specimens in. You’ll
need to experiment to find something
that isn’t too cumbersome and can be
easily cleaned. You also don’t want a
bunch of cool rocks and crystals banging
against each other, turning into dust.

And speaking of dust, get protective
glasses. Seriously. You will have con-
crete for eyes if you don’t. A good pair
of gloves is also highly recommended,
as is a magnifying loupe for ogling your
collected beauties.

You don’t have to hack away at granite
torockhound. We have found some amaz-
ing marine fossils lying along the Esopus
Creek and at the Comeau property in
Woodstock. Look near banks and bends
in creeks long enough and you will start
to see sedimentary rock featuring these
prehistoric impressions.

Be warned: If you are operating in the
water in Ulster County, you'll want a fish-
ing permit. One day, as we returned from
plucking a few rosy quartz pebbles and a
handful of driftwood along the Ashokan
Reservoir, we were stopped by an officer
from the Department of Environmental
Protection. Unaware the area had been
posted as requiring a permit to enter, we
were briefly detained before being told
to get a fishing permit and pretend to be
fishing next time. The permit is cheap, a
used fishing pole costs $20, and a tackle
box makes a great vessel for collecting
specimens, with no one the wiser.

While few would mind a person taking
a pocketful of worthless quartz from a
state park, it’s easy to see how this could
escalate to larger-scale excavations of
questionable legality. The prospector
rerturning from a site with a wheelbar-
row of material is likely, if caught, to be
subjectto returning the material atleast,
and criminal liability at worst.

Secrets of respectful collecting

Staying off private land is a must. Our
state government has comparably strict
laws against collecting and keeping
pieces of nature, particularly if such
activity disturbs or alters the landscape
in any way. Tact is key.

Clearly the rockhounders who ravaged

Graziano Tecchio | 845-338-3380
PATIO OPEN!

Love of food...
True Italian passion.
New York Times %%k

Catering — Catering — Catering — Catering — Catering — Catering

.E ARTS SOCIETY

OF KINGSTON

REGIONAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Performances Workshops

(845) 338 0333 97 Broadway, Kingston NY 12401 askforarts.org

TOAST TO SUMMER!

Unbeatable Selection at Everyday Low Prices

WINE TASTINGS Fri. 4 -7pm & Sat. 1-4 pm
EVERYDAY IS SENIOR DISCOUNT DAY!
Curbside and Delivery Available (Contact Store for Details)

Purveyors of Fine Wine & Spirits Since 1960
845-336-5155

Open Mon-Sat 9am-9pm Sun 12-6pm

15 Boices Lane in the Office Depot Plaza, Kingston, NY
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what I like to call “the secret Kingston
diamond spot” didn’t get the memo on
leaving nature as is.

About threeyears ago, a friend took me
to a spot in Kingston along the Hudson,
directly adjacent to a city park. There,
having been tipped off by another rock-
hounding friend. she had been prospect-
ingforsuper-clear, Herkimer-like quartz.
Accessible only during low tide (unless
you use a rope to climb down, which
we did) were small, glittering, ice-clear
quartz shards everywhere. The river-
bank, which climbed steeply, had a few
large gouges where excavation of larger
chunksof quartzwas clearly taking place.

come to Kingston

art, food, shopping & fun!

Though the quartz clusters and shards
were small, they were of exceptional
clarity and beauty.

Havingreturned to thisspotafewtimes
this year, we found it had been picked
clean. It looked as though the steep
riverbank was about to cave in on itself.
Someone had come through here with
pickaxes and/or rock drills and taken
a massive chunk out of the landscape.

Rockhoundingsecrets don’t stay secrets
for long. Today, you're lucky to find more
than ahandful of tiny quartz pieces ... but
I'm still not telling you where it is. Rock-
hounding requires a balance of insider
knowledge and a good sense of judgment

subtle, slow and simple.

Good for all bodies:
old, young, weak, strong.

Contact Andrea Pastorella

845.282.6723  Andrea.pastorella@gmail.com

WEEKLY ONLINE CLASSES Tuesdays 12:30 pm and 5:45 pm
All classes $15.00

Create space from head to toe,
while lying on the floor!

This training is effective, integrative,

You achieve core strength, lengthened
muscles, improved posture and balance.

Zena Rommett Floor-Barre Technique™

Now is the time to BUY!

12 month NO interest on Pools - Spas - Furniture

AQUA JCT

Pools, Spas &
Patio Furniture

1606 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine (Next to Adams)
Mon - Fri: 10 - 5pm; Sat: 10 - 5 pm; Closed Sunday
(845) 336-8080 * www.aquajetpools.com

Family owned and operated for over 30 years

when it comes to respectful collecting.
Ifthe prospect of prospecting in Ulster
County piques your interest, the Mid-
Hudson Valley Gem & Mineral Society
is the hub for amateur and serious rock-
houndersalike. To find the best spots, you
need to be networked with expertsin the
field. Group trips and meetings are your
best bet, as you won’t get too far visiting
well-known locations. Serious hobbyists
and professionals often team up to share
the latest and best spots to look (while
keeping a few secrets to themselves).
Our collection and our list of hunting
groundsissmallbut growing. We'relook-
ing forward to networking with other
rock buffs and finding new spots. As fun
asitis, collecting is not the most reward-
ing part of rockhounding. As with many
things in life, the adventure is even more
preciousthan the treasures we temporar-
ily acquire on our passage through time.
We unearth rocks to unearth ourselves.

Opt to Adopt!

We have the
perfect pet for you!
Looking to adopt a dog or cat?

Thinking about volunteering
your time or making a
donation to help us care
for over 200 animals waiting
for homes right now?

Come visit us Tuesday -
Saturday noon - 4pm.

Appointments required for
volunteering and adoptions.

Visit our
Adoption Center at
PetSmart in Kingston

Heart

of the

CatsKkills

Humane Society J

P.O. Box 88
46610 State Hwy 10, Delhi, NY
(607) 746-3080
info@heartofthecatskills.org

Visit our
Gifts from the Heart Store,

located on the shelter grounds.
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All-time high

They’re not your father’s comic-book store

by Genia Wickwire

OST  PEOPLE  THESE
days have heard of
the evolution of comic
books. Marvel movies
have hit an all-time high in audience
reach. There are more female charac-
ters, more ethnically diverse charac-
ters, and more queer representation.

Local comic-book stores even go one
step further, not only selling books that
represent all types of people, but also
providing a place for other avenues of
community-building. They provide
spaces for card games, role-play games,
and good old-fashioned board games.

Some assume comics stores serve only
a modest niche market. For those of us
who grew up in the Eighties, some of
these games can conjure up old ideas.
Who are these kids and adults that play
games at comic-book stores?

Dungeons & Dragons in the Eighties
was depicted as a game for anti-social
nerds. Now according to the New York
Times article “Who’s Playing Dungeons
& Dragons These Days? The Usual Fans,
and Then Some,” the game is played by
an ever-increasing audience that even

PROVIDED

Game night at POW! Card Games and Comics.

includes celebrities like Tiffany Haddish
and Anderson Cooper. According to this
article. it isn’t that D&D isn’t nerdy, but
more that being nerdy has become kind
of cool.

So really, if you were wondering, are

Z.ero reasons to wait.

these games nights open for everyone?
The answer is yes!

I talked to the owners of POW! Card
Games & Comics, October Country Com-
ics,and World’s End Comics. The owners
ofthese stores all have a similar mission:

We’re here to help!

CALL 845-217-6070 | VISIT SawyerSavings.Bank/Mortgage

With our 100% First Time Home Buyer program there’s no reason to delay
your dreams of home ownership any longer. You'll be home sooner than
you thought possible with zero down and zero mortgage insurance.”

BENEFITS OF SAWYER’S 100% FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS PROGRAM
+” Nodown payment is required.
« 100% Fixed rate financing for loans up to $350,000!
v/ Save money - No Private Mortgage Insurance requirement.
+/ Those who have not owned a home in the last TWO years qualify.

Apply Online or get Pre-Qualified, any day or anytime!

Member

87 MARKET STREET, SAUGERTIES, NEW YORK 12477

*Certain restrictions apply. Must meet qualification guidelines.

isic =
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World’s End Comics’ game room.

Portable
Toilet
e Rentals

Pine-scented
green e Rose-
scented pink
Carmel e White
Blue e Gray
Red and blue

Handicap
accessible

845-658-8766 * 845-417-6461
845-706-7197

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Having an event?
Sporting Events e Concerts e Street
Festivals e Parks e Construction/
Building Sites e Public Areas

Weekends e Weekly ® Monthly

GENIA WICKWIRE

POW! Card Games & Comics

175 Broadway in Port Ewen, offers the
following game nights:

Wednesdays: Magic The Gathering
Draft at 6 p.m. Entry is $15, which gets
you three booster packs! All ages and
skill levels are always welcome.

Friday: Yu-Gi-Oh! Advanced Format
Tournamentat 6 p.m. Entryis $5, which
gets you a promo pack. All ages and skill
levels welcome!

Saturday: D&D at 1 p,m. Free to play.
Sign up only, ages 14 and up unless ac-
companied by a guardian. Please contact
the shop to sign up.

Sunday: Magic The Gathering Com-
mander Madness from 1 to 5 p.m. Entry
fee of $6 gets you a promo pack. Com-
mander pods fire all day, so entries until
4 p.m. All ages and skill levels always
welcome.

October Country Comics

24:6 Main Street, Suite #5in New Paltz.
October Country is owned by Devon
Sprenger and Kiel Ferris.

Wednesdays: Youth Dungeons &
Dragons for 8-to-15-year-olds from 5
to 7 p.m. $5.

Fridays: Graphic Novel Club forming
now for ages twelve and up. Call for more
information.

They offer Magic the Gathering games
for pre-release whenever a new set of
Magic cards are coming out, They have
games using these new cards one week

to create a safe and fun space
for kids and adults of all ages
to come and play games. The
morethemerrier.and everyone
is welcome!

What I also found out was
that these owners love what
theydo. Theyarethe definition
of a small, local, independent
business. They have a wealth
of knowledge about all things
related to games and comic
books.

They work to provide an
inviting space not because
they will make millions but
because they really, really love
what they do. They welcome
new players, people with ques-
tions and conversation, and
seasoned oldtimers, so stop by
one of these locations and get

your game on.

GENIA WICKWIRE

The game library at World's End Comics.
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before their actual release. SUMmMmer car care

World’s End Comics

319 Wall Street, Unit 1 in Uptown J ul s ALE
Kingston. Owned by Michael Humiston 4th o
and Christopher Livecchi.

Last Sundays: Gamenight5to7p.m. $5

Fridays: chess club 4 to 6 p.m., 8 years
and up. Free.

Alternate Wednesdays: Learn/play
Magic the Gathering 3 to 6 p.m. $5.

Sundays: Commander 2 p.m.

D&D games are done on a flexible

schedule without a long-term commit- All F:hases of Mechanical_ Repairs
ment. Email or contact them through Tune=Ups ¢ Tires ¢ Brakes ¢ Oil Changes
social media in order to sign up. You can 24 Hour Towin g

sign up for one game or stay in touch

about the schedule. l& H Ti re & Aut o

Theyhave ahuge spacein the back with |
agames library, Theyencourage peopleto 1 38 corl‘le" street ® Klngston, NY 4 339'5435
come use the tables. They would also be
happy to host any game that you would
like to set up. They ask for $5 per hour H a '
during store hours and a little more for P PY L
after-hours.

They will announce game night for
various occasions. For example, they
had a Pride game night in June to help
celebrate pride month. Stop by any time
to check out the games available or bring
your own and enjoy their space.

Good Writers
Needed.

Call Geddy 845-688-7090

Send resume to:
Geddy@ hudsonvalleyone.com

GET READY FOR YOUR SUMMER VACATIONS!  go®®

Foreign and Domestic ®* Wholesale ¢ Retail * Auto & Truck A“‘

)
e Exhaust e Shocks ® Water Pumps @ Distributors, ~ ® Batteries 3““‘
Systems ® Fuel Pumps ® Plugs & Rotors * Wipers,
e Clutches o Catalytic Points e Belts, Hoses, Lights
. 4 Lyweh
® Brakes Converters ® Rebuilt Parts Filters s
Zonts

Whatever you drive... We’ve got the parts!
Voted #1 Auto Parts Store in the Mid Hudson Valley Choice Awards!

39 St. James St., Kingston
SERVING MasterCard. 4
THE AREA (845) 331-7500
FOR OVER lynchautoparts.com
—

70 YEARS! Open 6 Days ¢ Closed Sundays
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“Shelter” at White Pines

A Woodstock exhibition that's a commentary
on mankind’s interaction with nature

by Lynn Woods

HE 16 scULP-

TURES and
installations
comprising
“Shelter”  constitute
the first outdoor ex-
hibition in two years
on the grounds of
White Pines, the his-
toric house owned
and maintained by the
Woodstock Byrdcliffe
Guild. The theme is
especially relevant fol-
lowing the isolation of
the pandemic, when
we all took shelter.
The show is a collec-
tive stock-taking that
resonates with nature
as well as the healing
ofhuman trauma. The
pieces range from a
site-specifictemporary
structure to a steel-
rebar sculpture mostly

New Paltz & Gardiner

fabricated in Brooklyn.
A stroll across the
terrain oflawns, forest,
streambed, and ter-
raced stone surround-
ing the former rus-
tic mansion of Ralph
Whitehead and Jane
Byrd McCall, founders
of the Byrdcliffe arts
colony, is pleasant un-
der any circumstance,
but the hammerings
of woodpeckers and
tree-clad vistafromthe
hillside take on magical
properties when seen
through the lens of
theimaginativerealms
that surround and are
defined by each piece,
which in turn interact
in interesting ways
with each other.
Curator Melinda
Stickney-Gibson, who

Work by Tristan Fitch.

PHOTOS BY DIoN ogust  partnered with each

artist in deciding the

placement of each
piece -- a task that involved extensive
clearing of 100-year-old wisteria vines
-- has done a magnificent job of ensur-
ing the dialog between artwork and
environment is consistently intriguing.
Each reflects, in very different ways,
some aspect of the idea of shelter — “a
basic need not only for humans, but ...
all living organisms,” according to the
statement printed on the map one can
pick up on the porch. It’s a theme that
relates more generally to the notion of
protection, “aplace that feels safe in your
soul,” as Stickney-Gibson put it.

Varieties of shelter

At the entrance, one is greeted by
Tristan Fitch’s Space 3—3D, a sprightly
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Modernist hieroglyph formed of russet-
stained boards taken from the Russian
Constructivist playbook. Fitch has clev-
erly hinged twoidentical, multi-sided flat
forms consisting of several intersecting
triangles along the top plane to create a
three-dimensional structure casting a
spiky shadow.

The dynamic form, conjuring up arac-
ing flame or giant insect, contrasts with
Christine Genaglia’s closed gable-roof-
like piece, entitled ‘fills and empties,”
located nearby. The architectural struc-
ture’s premise of solidity is undermined
by its suspension a foot or two above the
ground, suggesting the portability of a
caravan. The four black circles painted
on the slanting plane of one of the clap-
boarded roofs suggest holes or portals,
an illusionistic carving out of space.

Farther up the driveway and to the
right, in two cleared areas, stand Dan
Devine’s Stranded, a chunk of white
Portland cement resembling a ruined
architectural fragment, and an actual
brick building covered in crumbling ce-

FARM MARKET

Homegrown and

Local Fresh Produce

In From the Fields
Everyday!

Coming July/August:

Our Famous Sweet Corn
fresh picked every morning! Plus
20+ varieties of Homegrown
Heirloom & Traditional Tomatoes,
Peppers, Melons & so much more,
fresh picked daily!

Bakery: Cider Donuts, Pies....
Jane's Homemade Ice Cream
Specialty Foods & Beautiful
Gift Items

Join us in October for Fall Harvest Fun!
Pick Your Own Pumpkins,
Corn Maze & Hay Rides!

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz - 255-8050

ment with a gabled roof formed of two
bluestone slabs.

Covering the opening of the building’s
cement face is a plexiglass rectangle
etched with an abstract design resem-
bling anetwork ofroots. Stickney-Gibson
said she and artist Suzy Surek discovered
the structure after removing a dense
growth of wisteria, revealing a shrine
with a cast-bronze crucifixhoused within
theopening. Surekinstalled cutroots and
solar-powered LED lights in the space
and then placed the semi-transparent
plexiglass across the opening, which
glows with a golden light at night.

“Shelter and home seem an outcome of
atrocities of displacement,” Surek wrote

RUNA

lunch e tuesday thru thursday
dinner ¢ wednesday thru saturday

indoor + outdoor dining

10 Plattekill Ave, New Paltz, NY
845 419 5007 « runanewpaltz.com

AND MORE

A local destination in New Paltz
for Handcrafts, Jewelry, and
Clothing for over 40 years.

6 North Front Street, New Paltz
845-255-6277

handmadeandmore.com

Open 7 Days li

A Warm IRIsh welcome
AWAITS you In new paltz

Gastropub * Dining * Events

Eclectic American Cuisine

with an Irish Twist!
= Featuring Chef Josh Paige =

Outdoor dining at it’s best!
Enjoy our screened porch and
patio, or dine al fresco in our
beautiful gardens set amongst

black locust trees!

Reservations Recommended
Call or reserve online at
Garvans.com
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz
(845) 255-7888

Tues. - Sun. 12-9pm
Closed Monday

Located on the New Paltz
Golf Course campus

Casual American Fare
with an Irish Flair!

Open 7 Days a week

for lunch and dinner:
Ilam - 9pm

Stunning views of the golf
course and The Gunks
from our deck!

Call or reserve online at

MaggieMaesNewPaltz.com

219 Huguenot St., New Paltz
(845) 255-1960
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in the artist’s statement referencing the
Russian pogroms that uprooted her
Jewish ancestors as well as the current
displacement of Ukrainians under siege
by Russia. Hence the title of her piece,
UpROOT.

A mixture of materials

Moving toward the house, three stones
wrapped in copper wire sitatop one small
section of the low, winding bluestone
wall bordering the terraced lawn. Their
irregular forms contrast with the wall’s
ordered geometry even as they are made

of the same stuff. The integration of the
wire with the stone to this viewer’s mind
was most successful on the left-hand
stone, where the wire coveringis thickest,
rusting in places, created a tension with
the inanimate stone, which seems to be
pushingagainstthebondslike alargefish
ensnared in a tangle of fishing line. The
title of the piece by Jared Handelsman
is Bound Rocks.

Sprawling across the lawn is Stuart
Farmery’s Time Apart, an assemblage
consisting of two cage-like structures
built out of pallets connected by a long,

A KAYAKINGINTHECATSKILLS.COM % _

A wonderful outing for the whole family!

Kayak, Canoe, Rowboats
& Paddleboard Rentals
Hiking Trails ® Picnic Areas
Swimming Hole

Rocks, Minerals and
Crystals for sale

1 Bragg Hollow Road
Halcottsville
607-326-4266

10 Kieffer Lane, Kingston NY ¢ 845-443-7727

The Hudson Valley's Premier Indoor
Shooting Range and Firearms Training Center

Privately owned company in the
Hudson Valley of New York that
is promoting firearms safety in a
24 lane Indoor Shooting Sports
Complex with classroom and live
fire training. Our owners are both

Limited Time

Memberships
ONE TIME $10

Initiation Fee
Enroll Credit or Debit Card Only, Cancel Any
Time with 30 Day Notice.

sinuous tree branch, hewn and stripped
of bark, broken in two pieces. Visual
interest is created by the subtle differ-
ences between the tilted cages and the
way they are connected to the branch
— it’s inserted into the open end of one
and runs along the spine of the other.
The organic quality of the tree provides
a contrast with the vernacular prefabri-
cated material of the cages.

Thesimplest of means spursarich allu-
sion of meanings. For example, the breaks
in the tree trunk could refer to breaks in
time, and the two cages to two individuals
ordistinctly separate experiences. Orthe
cages could refer to the matrixes of time
itself, linked by a thread of memory. The
piece also suggests a kind of lumbering
organism, and through that association
plays with scale, as literal object or tau-
tological model.

White Pines itself is brought into the
fold: a series of colored neon scripts are
displayed in the front windows, each ex-
pressing the concept of homesick, thetitle
oftheworkby ErikadeVries, in Japanese,
Ukrainian, and Spanish. Around the
corner, the neon script spells the word
out in English. The piece could refer to

Open for Dine in, Pick up & Delivery
Gourmet Pizza - Appetizers - Italian Entrees - Burgers
Subs - Soups & Salads - Gluten Free & Vegan Options
Hot Fresh Slices - Wine & Craft Beer-To-Go - & More

Monday to Thursday: 11am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday: 11am to 10pm
Closed: Sunday

Delivery starting at 4:30pm

Veterans.

In addition to the range, there is
5000 sq ft of retail, a large event
space for gun shows, corporate
functions and a cafe.

Safeshoot is a Class 07 & Class 06 FFL manufacturer and will be manufacturing
range ammunition on site, providing gunsmithing services and offering a signature
line of 1911 handguns.

S99

Unlimited Visits for 3
Months

1 Free Gun Rental

1 Free Guest Pass

Our Ammo or Yours
5% off the Ammo You
Buy From Us.

Call to Order 845-679-7969
Catskillmountainpizza.com

51 Mill Hill Rd « Woodstock
Love Pizza? Like us @ © ©

For range fees, hours of operation and to purchase online memberships please visit:
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Sculpture by Hudson Valley Bee Habitat (left) and Mimi Graminski (right).

White Pines’ history as the former home
to many artists in residence, or it could
be making timely references to issues of
immigration and war. Or both.

Like deVries’ piece, Eileen Powers’ 4
Room of One’s Own is an outlier in this

nature-themed show. The Powers work
consists of four yellow ladders propped
together to form a teepee-like structure,
within which hangs along red sleeveless
formal dress. The piece has a theatrical
quality, as if it were part of a stage set.

Its placement close to the side of the
house, whose dark wall creates a kind
of dramatic backdrop, invests the piece
with psychological tension.

One could read it as a symbol of the
exile of a fictional girl or woman living
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in the house who felt she didn’t belong
or more generally to a kind of dream
consciousness accompanying the tra-
ditional female role. Together, deVries’
and Powers’ artworks communicate a
conversational narrative.

The stainless-steel decorative hexago-
nal cover of Hudson Valley Bee Habitat’s
Solitary Bee Habitat, positioned on a
post near the house, recalls the nature-
inspired motifs that graced the crafts
once produced at Byrdcliffe. It provides
access to the wooden bee habitat, con-
sisting of numerous drilled holes hidden
behind it.

Building with nature

Following the path into the woods to
the left of the building, one encounters
the scattered and stacked log ends of
Mimi Graminski’s Remembrance, each
log delicately stenciled with old lace
patternsin white. The markings echothe
pattern of fungiencrusted on some ofthe

Help keep local
journalism strong

Without independent local media,
many stories might never be told.
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

Now Offering
Women Only Groups

Specializing in:
European Beer, Spirits
& Wine Tours
Golfing in Ireland & Scotland

Group Travel, Land Tours,
River Cruising

Alaska & Hawaii
ENGLAND FRANCE

GERMANY ICELAND
IRELAND ITALY

PORTUGAL SCANDINAVIA

SCOTLAND

Kathe Kraus ¢ 845.489.8918
KKRAUS@CruisePlanners.com
www.Dream-Journeys.com

are favorites!

Work by Jan Harrison and Alan Baer.

Sculpture by Eileen Power.

log ends, and because they will gradually
fade further harmonize with nature.
Ash trees, which have been decimated

by the emerald ash borer (EAB), are
central to the pieces by Alison McNulty,
Michael Asbill and Michael Fortenberry,
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Luxury Catskill Mountain Oasis
Immersed in a truly unique setting is this fabulous 3000sf cedar log home. This stunning property is surrounded by breathtaking panoramic
views of the Catskill Mountains reaching all the way to Hunter Mountain and the North Dome. New construction set on 20+ acres offers
peaceful seclusion yet a short drive to all amenities and local attractions. Home features a private 1500ft driveway with a gated entryway &
intercom system. First floor has 25ft cathedral ceilings, a 17ft roll up gate, two automatic garages and a large theater room! The luxurious
second floor living space brings the mountains into your home with large casement windows, plenty of southern sun and a different sce-
nic view from every room! The open floor plan living space comes move-in
ready including high-end stainless steel GE Profile appliances. This special
home has it all: an impressive 25-camera surveillance & alarm system, cen-
tral A/C, radiant heat, nest thermostats, whole-house generator, lightening
protection, an in-ground 1000gal propane tank, playground, and much
more! There’s room to expand (inquire about drawings for a new 10,000 sf
home) and more land available for purchase. 85 New Rd, Lexington.

MLS #141840 | $1,950,000
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and Julian Rose.

McNulty dragged a hollowed-out dead
ashtrunk she discovered on the property
to its current site in the woods. The
monumental, weathered shell, which at-
tenuates at the top into two spiky, gothic-
like spires of decayed wood, is nestled
in a base of piled bluestone, sourced
from a nearby quarry. The sculpture
seems dreamed up by the forest spirits
themselves.

Asbill and Fortenberry take a different
but no less pure approach, in the sense
of materials and methods used, in their
piece Encroachments. They create a se-
ries of interventions on two sections of
stone wall amid the wreckage of a fallen
ash tree by filling in three gaps in the
bluestone slabs with pieces of charcoal.
Aside from these fillings, it is difficult to
tell where thehand of man hasinterfered
with the mind of nature, although one

real estate

1165 Roaring Brook Lane

Fleischmanns, NY 12430

Custom Built Catskills Contemporary
4Bd|3Bal 2,352 SqFt | 5.4 Acrs

3 Mountain Valley Road

Ask: 725,000

Boiceville, NY 12412

Superb Catskills Country Home
4Bd|2Bal 1,932 SqFt 1 2.13 Acrs

1270 Roaring Brook Ln

Ask: 459,000

Fleischmanns, NY 12430

4Bd|3Bal 2,100 SqFt | 5.19 Acrs

Secluded Catskills Retreat

Ask: 630,000

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

TIMBERLANDPROPERTIES.COM | CATSKILLSPREMIER.COM

917-796-3351 cELL

LgAshley@TimberlandProperties.net
3998 State Route 28, P.O. Box 486, Boiceville, NY 12412

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED Al @

fallen log looks to have been cut and
certain stones seem realigned.

Rather than attempt to impose order
on the chaos of nature, the artists have
taken their cues from the chaos using
a material cultivated from that very
chaos. “We see these collisions [where
the branches collide with the wall] as
symbolically central to the narrative of
that site,” wrote Asbill in an email. “The
builders of that utopian colony cut back
the forest and terraced the slope. In
periods when no one was available to
tend the gardens, nature would begin the
process of reestablishing itself. At some
point, the ash tree took root next to the
stream and then it was cut down. The
living stump and roots sent up shoots,
which became the three massive leaders
of that tree. What had been the primary
branches of its canopy crashed down
on the wall when the tree succumbed
to the emerald ash borer (spooling the
encroachment narrative even wider).”

Julian Luca Rose has taken a smooth,
polished plank of ash and buried one
of its long ends in the earth, and then
embedded the tops of the two upright
sides with bits of driftwood soaked in
red ink. The encrustations are like rose-
colored fungal growths or stiff blooms,
strangely otherworldly even as they seem
to naturally sprout from the plank. The
piece beautifully expresses the tension
between geometry in the form of the
plank and organic form in the encrus-
tations. Weeds growing along the base
suggest the passage of time.

The title “When my hand told tales.
Motionless by the rosebush” refers to “a
memory I had as a child — looking at
my hands,” writes the artist. “Wonder-
ing what they’d look like as I grew. Also
thinking about time is non-linear and
how my hands will change, how I will
change, but this moment will always be
existing.”

The light and the shade

Heading back through the woods to
the house, be sure to look up, so as not
to miss Jan Harrison’s and Alan Baer’s
Creaturesin the Canopy and Ian Laugh-
lin’s Treetop Diner.

Dangling from the leaf canopy over a
burbling stream, shifting, bobbing up
and down, and swirling in the breeze,
are dozens of Harrison’s fired porcelain
white figurines resembling fish, birds,
seals, seahorses, worms, or some such
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combination. They are suspended on
wires of different length from a web of
cables devised by Baer (the cables are
attached to the tree trunks by means of
wide rubber tubing, which doesn’t dam-
age the trees). It’s a piece that reveals
itself slowly. First you catch a glimpse
of a low-hanging figure, then you see
others, then amid the light and shade of
thefoliage you see clusters of many more,
extending into the uplifted branches,
as though it were the depths of the sea.
Laughlin’s Treetop Dineris an owl house
built of old-growth hemlock milled in
the 1850s. It is attached to a large tree
trunk 18 feet off the ground and reads,
along the bottom, Who Cooks for You?,
which identifies this as specifically a
nesting place forthe barred owl. Viewers
can access a solar-powered trail cam by
positioningtheir cell phones overthe QR
code painted on a block of wood on the
forest floor. The on-line video will reveal
the inhabitants of the owl house over a
period of sixmonths. [Inhis artist’s state-
ment, Laughlin notes the need for such
eco-friendly methods of assisting owls
in the face of many threats, including
the use of poison bait traps for catching

Lic # 10301201309

Barbara Carter

Real Estate Associate Broker

652 Route 299
Highland NY 12528

C- 845-505-3160 best to reach me directly

O: 845-255-6163
BarbaraCarterTeam.com
BarbaraCarterRealEstate@Gmail.com

FOR RELENTLESS PERFORMANCE
IN THE CENTURY 21° SYSTEM
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ICE ARENA

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating A

Public Open Skating Admissions
S6 for Adults, S4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey,/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - $3 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

\/
Skate Sharpening - 55 a pair I

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢ PRO SHOP
845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

£ MOUNTAIN

e LAUREL (iess

A\AL

Now Enrolling for the 2022-2023 School Year
Pre-K, Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
Our teachers inspire independent and insightful thinking,

empathy for all and a love of meaningful work.

Tuition Assistance Available

rodents, which devastates the entire
wildlife chain.

Back at the house, take the trail that
leads directly behind the building to see
Wendy Klemperer’s not-to-be-missed
piece, NEST #6. Pieces of steel rebar are
woven together, much as a bird would
intertwine twigs to create a nest the size
ofachild’s wading pool. Beautifully posi-
tioned in a shaded clearing in the forest,
NEST is also a weaving of disparate as-
sociations, of nature and industry, and in
an art-historical context, to pop, specifi-
callytothe giant pencil, typewriter eraser,
and ice-cream cone of Claes Oldenburg.
It is simultaneously ugly and beautiful,
offputting and compelling, married to
the earth and utterly foreign to it. One
canimagineit’sathousandyearsintothe
future, and this is all that’s left.

Shelter, Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition at
Historic White Pines, on display through
October 23, 454 Upper Byrdcliffe Road,
Woodstock. Printed maps are available
on the table on the porch. The catalog
available at the end of July will be dis-
tributed at the Kleinert/James Center
Sfor the Arts.

WANT TO PLAY IN A
ROCK BAND

THIS SUMMER?

5-DAY ROCK BAND
WORKSHOPS IN
HIGHLAND &
NEW PALTZ

THE PERFECT WAY FOR YOUNG
ROCK MUZICIANS TO
EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT
OF PLAYING & PERFORMING
IN THEIR OWN BAND!

7/11-15 (BLUES & JAZZ)
8/8-12 (ROCK BAND)
8/15-19 (ROCK BAND)

OPEN TO AGES 11-17

JBSHOUSEOFMUSIC.COM

‘LET'S PLAY SOME MUSIC TODAY"
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Follow the foodies

Ulster Eateries Unfiltered bualds local restaurant buzz

by Zac Shaw

E TRAVELED FAR and wide
to find the best food on the
planet. He supplied and
supported Hudson Val-
ley restaurants for decades. Now Jason
Bover wants you to discover the food
of your dreams here in Ulster County.

He and a thriving community of foodie
co-conspirators have created Ulster
Eateries Unfiltered, a free, public and
fast-growing Facebook Group with over
3600 hungrymembers. It’sthe onlyplace
youll find a fiercely local crowd having
an honest, uncensored (but well-moder-
ated) dialogue about restaurants in our
area. If you care about local food, you're
either already a member or you're likely
loading Facebook now to become one.

What makes Ulster Eateries Unfil-
tered a must-follow? Bover’s passion
for great eats is matched by a life of
experience in the field. He has built a
true community beyond the core group.
What started as an online forum for
promoting and debating the best food
in Ulster County has evolved into an
offline community of foodies, restaura-
teurs and casual diners voting for the
best food in a given category and then
mobbing the winner’s establishment
with hungry customers.

“Every month I pick a topic,” Bover ex-
plained. “We did best pizza, best bagels,
best wings, best sandwich, best donuts
.... We open up the poll to everybody.
Whoever wins that month, we visit them
next month for the get-together.”

These meetups are more than a fun
night of food worship. Restaurants are
struggling these days. Thirty custom-
ers packing an eatery, celebrating the
cuisine, and posting about it to social
mediaisabigboostto an establishment’s
moraleaswell asitsbottomline. And the
love lasts, with many attendees develop-
ing relationships with business owners,
becoming regulars.

ZAC SHAW
Ulster Eateries Unfiltered creator Jason Bover at Half Moon Cafe Coffee &
Donuts with proprietor Kaira Tiegan.

Experience the

Woodstock Golf Club

Visit Website & Click on
Tourism for Details

WoodstockGolf.com
845-679-2914

Restaurant
Open to the Public
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A donut exclusive

Recently, Bover’s
ambition around
boosting the best oflo-
caldininghasreached
even deeper than his
list of hangouts, into
inspiring, one-of-a-
kind collaborations
with local chefs and
owners. “I reach out
tothepollwinnersand
ask if it’s possible to
do something special
off the menu just for
Ulster Eateries Unfil-
tered to try and drum
up some business,”
he said.

Recently he worked
closely with the own-
ers of the Half Moon
Cafe Coffee and Do-
nuts in Kingston to
produce a spicy honey
peanut-crunch donut,
an exclusive for his
monthly meetup.

“We’re having our
next get-together at
Urban Fork on June
29th,”he continued. “I

his native county. He en-
joyed the sense of com-
munitythat quicklybuilt
ashemetthe proprietors
of the area’s eateries.
Folks primarily come
to Ulster Eateries Un-
filtered to post reviews
of recent visits to Ulster
County restaurants, al-
though Bover and his
moderation team also
post specials and an-
nouncements from area
establishments whom
he freely promotes and
supports. He's developed
a sort of cult follow-
ing among several local
restaurateurs and food
retailers who bravely
stand behind his deci-
sion to tell it like it is,
and allow otherstodoso.
Negative restaurant
reviews can be a touchy
subject. Yelp reviewers
are often seen has hav-
ing an outsized impact
on arestaurant’s bottom
line. Fortunately, more
and more consumers

put my head together
with the owner over
there. We came up
with a spicy pineapple
crack sauce. I actually grow my own hot
peppers and make my own hot sauce.
So I've combined my favorite hot sauce,
which is a Trinidad Scorpion pineapple,
and we've mixed it with Urban Fork’s
crack sauce. We're excited for that.”

Idolizing Bourdain

Join the club. Literally. Anyone on
Facebook can join, no questions asked.
Once you see the group’s luscious food
photography and passionate reviews, it’s
clear Bover’s love of food is contagious
and has deep roots.

“I was raised as a child of an eccentric
food and beverage distributor,” he said,
“making monthly trips to Canal Street
and Arthur Avenue, riding in the back
of the delivery van, back when car seats
were optional. Goingtofood trade shows
acrossthe country ... fermented, pickled,
aged or vegan — whatever your fancy, it
was all the norm.”

Like many culinary aficionados, Bover

Jason Bover with the legendary Anthony Bourdain.

grew up idolizing Anthony Bourdain,
fantasizing about competing on Chopped,
and witnessing inventive cooking on Iron
Chef and other Food Network shows.

“I started traveling to New York City
monthly to hit up as many spots as pos-
sible, as I saw my favorite chefsdoon TV,
hesaid. “Once Bourdain showed me how
travel can really open up my food experi-
ences, I was hooked. I would frequently
travel up to two hours just for lunch in
New Jersey, Massachusetts or Connecti-
cut. Since then I've food crawled across
the Carribean, France, Spain, Germany,
Austria, Colorado, and up and down the
East Coast from Maine to Florida.”

Negative reviews

This is the kind of person you want
curating your food reviews and organiz-
ing your local foodie community. Our
area got lucky. He’s alongtime local. The
coronavirus lockdown nudged Bover to
focusing more and more on dining in

are savvy enough to rec-
ognize the absurdity of
entitled Yelpers whining
about their unrealistic
expectations not being met, fracturing
their delicate egos.

Still, undisclosed paid reviews (or, on
the flipside, vindictive personal grudge
reviews) muddyratings on Yelp and other
sites. Bover sees reviews on their way out
anyway, with community and of-the-
moment social-media buzz increasingly
the deciding factor in dining decision.

Under the spell this negative-review
paranoia, other Facebook groups have
been known to delete and ban even the
slightest whiff of criticism. Some even
post sponsored reviews without disclos-
ing that they are paid for, and require
expensive membership in a club as a
precondition for a review.

Bover started his group partially in
response to this fakery. “Some of my
earliest supporters and restaurants mes-
saged me and were really thankful for
what I'm doing. They all verbalize that
one honest review is worth much more
than five fake reviews,” he said. “In the

PROVIDED
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ZAC SHAW

Jason Bover shows off his collab with Half Moon Cafe Coffee & Donuts, a

spicy peanut honey crunch donut.

restaurant industry, you have to earn
respect and pay your dues.”

Knowing the details

He expanded on his views.

“Youneed to wash the dishes before you
cut the carrots,” he said. “You need to cut
the carrots before you cook the appetiz-
ers. You work your way up and everyone
respects you. Restaurants need to pay
their dues. They need to work hard over
the long run to earn a reputation which
precedes itself. You can't just buy posi-
tive feedback and reviews and expect it
to last. People are going to come in and
say, “This isn’t what I read online. When
there’sadisconnectbetween theirreputa-
tion and what they are actually putting
outiswhenarestaurant slowlydeclines.”

On his thinking, the hunger for authen-

ticity is connected to ahunger for asense
of community.

“Local businesses are havingahard time,
and they want exposure and publicity,”
he explained. “They want the real food-
ies. We're more concentrated in terms of
peoplewhoreally care aboutfood. Insome
of the other groups, people just want to
see a menu and get a pizza on a Friday
night. A lot of our people want to know,
‘Is the pizza crispy or is it soggy? Are the
fries double-fried or not? Is the chicken
organic? Is the fish from the Hudson
River? We want to know all the details.”

Bover is sensitive to the needs of local
restaurants due to his wealth of experi-
enceinthefield. “Deliveringtotheback of
hundreds of small cafes and restaurants
throughout the Hudson Valley, I have
been abletopredictwhetherarestaurant

will stay in business a year or two in ad-
vance,” he said. “If you're not well-oiled
enough to order in a timely fashion and
don’t have money in the register when
the delivery arrives, and then take weeks
to pay .... If I call to ask for a check and
none of the employees have a clue what
I'm talking about or where the owner is,
that’s a red flag from a mile away.”

Such an unhappy scenario is sadly on
the rise. Inflation, supply-chain issues,
a housing crisis, and a labor crisis are
among the contributing factors.

Just getting started

Boversees Ulster Eateries Unfiltered as
away to boost the best local restaurants
without pulling punches on those that
may be overrated.

At the end of the day, it comes down to
the quality of the food.

“The one good thing hipsters from
New York City have brought to us is the
elevated food quality,”he observed. “Now
you have to use the freshestlocal organic
ingredients sourced from all over the
world. It’s what we expect. And if you
don’t meet those expectations, you fail.”

What's next for Bover and Ulster Eater-
ies Unfiltered? More meetups and more
collaborations, for sure. One gets the
sense Bover is just getting started. He’s
beginning to develop a business around
consulting for restaurants, offerimg 360
degrees of expertise, from social media
and content marketing to menu planning
and reputation management.

Boverisno stranger to running his own
business. His husband-and-wife wed-
ding photography operation Above Pho-
tography has served as the springboard
for business ventures in the food space.

And at least for now, he’s keeping it
real, and there’s a growing community
of people who are grateful. Are there
occasional kerfuffles involving negative
reviews lodged by folks with an axe to
grind? Certainly. Bover handles these
with aplomb, engaging with all sides.
He strictly enforces moderation rules to
excise anyone overstepping the boundar-
ies of decency.

Ulster Eateries Unfilitered is an inspir-
ing driver of connectivity in our com-
munity at large. As locals already know
and newcomers are beginning to learn,
money cannot buyasense of community.
It takes openness, honesty and respect.
Ulster Eateries Unfiltered is striving to
dish those traits up daily.
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N&S Supply is your one stop source for all your plumbing, heating and HVAC
needs. We offer the finest selection of quality products at affordable prices.

N&S Supply Kingston is now located at 120 Wood Rd.,

Kingston, NY off of Sawkill Rd. in the Deforest building.
New Hours: Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm e Saturday 8am- 12pm




