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Star Penny Puppetry  Crafts « Candle Dipping
Outdoor Barbeque ¢ Local Artisans ¢ Roasted Chestnuts
Wreath & Menorah Decorating ¢ Music ¢ All Ages

<

Open daily 10-6
2 FLOORS
OF BOOKS!

35 N. Front St., Kingston, NY

331-5439

WINTER GIFT MAKING FAIR

Su ﬂday, Decem ber 1 OTh * lTam-4 Pm Olive Oil and Vinegar Tap Room
* Gift Baskets/Holiday Gift Sets
* Olive Oil, Aged Balsamic Vinegars
* Gourmet Foods
* Italian Meats, Cheese, Jams,
Honey & Maple Syrup
* Harney & Sons Tea and Accessories

16 S Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY
mountainlaurel.org/winterfair
845-255-0033

OO OOOOOOOCH

OO OO OOOOLOOOOOOOOOOOOLOLOOOOOOOOOOLOOO OO OOOLLOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OOV OO OO OOOIOOOOLOOODOOOIOOOO OO OO OOOOOOO OO

* Sea Salts and Seasonings

15 North Front Street, New Paltz, NY
‘\I’ ) _) ]
HAVE A e
H A P PY \_ www.scjjlftfix{él?aiinp.com )
HOLIDAY
SEASON!

Unbeatable Selection at Everyday Low Prices

WINE TASTINGS
Fri. 4 -7pm & Sat. 1-4 pm

EVERYDAY IS SENIOR
DISCOUNT DAY!

o o Curbside and Delivery Available Kids in our community need
Purveyors of Fine Wine & Spirits Since 1960 (Contact Store for Details) therapeutic foster care services.

YOU can Make
a Difference!

845-336-5155 Open Mon-Sat 9am-9pm; Sun 10-5 (Dec only)
15 Boices Lane in the Office Depot Plaza, Kingston NY




ULSTER PUBLISHING

Hudson Valley Holiday 2023-2024 3

Minnetonka Slippers,
Socks, Cozy Pajamas,
Puzzles, Soaps &
Candles, Games & Toys

Homemade Fudge

We are packed to the rafters
with fun, practical and
hard-to-find merchandise.
Come visit us for a unique
shopping experience.

84 Main St., Phoenicia, NY 12464
www.nesteggshop.com (845)688-5851

|
|

For the
Holidays!

p
Christmas Trees
Poinsettias, Wreaths

~N

filled with gifts,
collectibles &
everything you need
to decorate your tree!

v

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Bakery: Our Delicious
Cider Donuts and more!
Order your Holiday

Favorites today!

- Gourmet Specialty Foods -

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz

Holiday Showroom |§

(845) 255-8050

WE'RE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Fill Your Shopping Basket with Unique Gifts for Everyone on Your List!

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz (845) 255-6277
handmadeandmore.com
Holiday Hours: 10 - 6 Daily

B .

THE PERFECT GIFT
AT THE PERFECT PRIGE

BUY ONE GIFT CERTIFICATE

GET ONE

(of equal or lesser value)

frankguidoslittieitaly.com
VALID AT OUR 2 LOCATIONS ¢ NEVER EXPIRES!

ey,

14 Thomas St. ¢ Kingston, NY 12401
845-340-1682
frankguidoslittleitaly.com

OFFER VALID
11/25 - 12/31

7 Main Street, Catskill, NY 12414
518-943-5088
frankguidosportofcall.com
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Once and forever

A Christmas Eve fable

by Brian Hollander

NCE HALLOWEEN HAS passed,

and Thanksgiving has gone

through the woods, once the

Hanukkah candles have been
lit and the prayers are complete, the at-
tentions of a small town such as Wood-
stock inevitably turn toward the climax
of the holiday season, the arrival of old
Saint Nick himself on Christmas Eve on
the village green.

Since the 1930s, it has become a town
tradition for Santa Claus to appear, as if
by magic, in some form or fashion, even
as he plies his worldwide trade, dropping
off billions (yes, billions) of presents on
this single night! Magic, indeed!

In recent years, in the 2000s, we can
remember Santa arriving in a flying
rainbow-painted VW bus. Another year,
it was in a house built atop a fire engine.
He’s been pulled in carts by several spe-
cies and ridden in a trolley car. He once
appeared clutching the rooftop steeple of
the Dutch Reformed Church, and another
atop the stores across Tinker street.

You get the picture.

‘We were somewhere
in the south of France,
dropping off presents,
when word came
through that there was
aprobleminasmall
townin the Catskills...’

Backin 1951, while Woodstock’s Christ-
mas Eve Committee made its prepara-
tions, the national magazine, Collier’s, a
rival of the Saturday Evening Post, fea-
tured on its cover a John Pike watercolor
of Christmas on the Woodstock village
green. [t was a pastoral Rockwell-like set-
ting, much reduced in population fromthe
street-stuffed crowds that gather today.

Colliers’ 1951 Christmas issue with an illustration of the Woodstock

Village Green by John Pike.

The method of Santa’s arrival has al-
ways been a deep secret, known only to
a coveted few. What was also not general
knowledge — and Kkids, cover your ears
here — was that a Santa surrogate was
at work most often, engaged to cover for
the real Saint Nick. Through some sort
of prestidigitation, an individual could
actually become Santa for the ceremony.

One year in the not-too-recent past, it
was determined that Santa should arrive
riding bareback on an animal. No, notjust

any animal. On the back of an elephant!

Where they got the eight-foot-tall,
8800-pound Asian Elephas Maximuswas
another of the event’s well-kept secrets.
You can imagine what it was like trying
to keep her hidden in Woodstock.

The elephant (her trainer, who came
along with her, called her Sweetheart)
dwarfed Old Joe, that year’s designated
Santa. It didn’t help that Sweetheart ar-
rived late to the party. and that Joe didn’t
have much, or any, experience riding that



Holiday 2023-2024

ANTIQUESU 0 0 MID-CENTURY
irssucfl [OVO)] - FURNITURE

OVER 50 VENDORS m
SCULPTURES &= @\ = CAMERAS O
QMAPSZ — QWOBJHSDA"T:
MIRRORS JEWELRY Y e KITCHEN aa

S CLOTHING = i maton

KINGSTON

ARTI (A
VINTAGE COLLECTIVE

WEBSITE . INSTAGRAM

Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from
New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING+« HIKING+« MEDITATION. SOUND BATHS
PRIVATE YOGA.BONFIRE.- DEWA SPA.FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US | 845.688.6897
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high. When thetwo parties
wereintroduced toonean-
otheratthefirehousestag-
ing area, Sweetheart was
bemused and Joe, well, he
could have been having a
nervous breakdown.
Aboutten minutesbefore
Santa was due at the vil-
lage green, Joe was in full
white-bearded red regalia,
waiting for the trainer to
help him on board. But
he got a little too close to
Sweetheart and sneezed,
which caused his rather
large companion toshuffle
her front feet. She stepped
close to Joe, who pulled
his right foot away. And
the weighty animal’s foot
just barely touched Joe’s
little toe, which, though
barely nipped, painfully
swelled up immediately.

One location, two great places for

HOLIDAY PARTIES

Celebrate the

at Garvan’s.

Enjoy cozy fireside dining
in our historic 18th century building.

holidays with an
intimate gathering

Host your holiday party
at Maggie Mae’s!
Enjoy incredible Shawangunk

views in a warm and
inviting atmosphere.

available for larger parties and events.

Garvan'’s Maggie Mae’s
215 Huguenot $St.,
New Paltz
(845) 255-7888

New Paltz
(845) 255-1960

The Grove, our beautiful event space, is also

219 Huguenot St.,

DION OGUST
Joe screamed and dropped his beard, ran
down the hallway, and wasn’t seen again
until the following Tuesday, which was
New Year’s Eve.

(An excerpt follows from an exclusive
interviewwith Santa Claus by a Woodstock
Times editor, sometime after the holidays,
someplace warm.)

WT: Sowhere were you when you heard
of the toe business?

Santa: Well, we were somewhere in the
south of France, dropping off presents
when word came through the ELF (Evo-
lutionary Levitation Fone) network that
there was a problem in a small town in

Hudson Valley Holidays
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MAKE A CHILD’S HOLIDAY BRIGHTER

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM STORAGE 28

Storage 28 is pleased to
again help the local Toys
for Tots program
organized by the local
US Marine Corps
Reserve
Visit toysfortots.org to
donate.

Storage 28 is a
Toys For Tots
donation drop-off
location

E

Storage28.com
1586 Route 28 West

A team of local people

committed to You.

“I love helping people through
their financial journey and building
lasting relationships.”

Amy Ferraro
AVP | Regional Customer Relationship Manager

v/ Personal Checking

v/ 24/7 Digital Banking

+/ Online Banking & FREE Bill Pay
+/ Savings and Money Markets
v CD, IRA, & HSA

888.772.1871 | SawyerSavings.Bank e
OFFICES IN SAUGERTIES, MARLBORO, HIGHLAND & NEW PALTZ

87 Market Street, Saugerties, New York 12477

v/ Debit Card Rewards Program Stop in, give Amy a call, or visit

Vv Zelle®
v/ Credit Monitoring

SawyerSavings.Bank/personal-banking
to see how we can help YOU!

WSAWYER
B W SAVINGS

Experience Worth Banking On

dl;%’ﬁ 1877

+/ Personal & Business Lending
+/ And More!
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DION OGUST]

the Catskills. I had known of the town,
of course, because it was famous, and,
well, hey, 'm Santa Claus. I always paid
attention to Woodstock because it’s such
a loving ceremony, one that started its
traditional ceremonies with my appear-
ances as a way to distribute food to the
needy duringthe depression ofthe 1930s.

WT: How long have you been doing this

Santa Claus thing?

Santa: Oh, I guess began around 280
A.D. when they called me Saint Nicho-
las. Somewhere along the way, I became
known as the patron saint of children.
Over the years my purview stretched out,
and we began giving little gifts — tokens,
really. Now we've got to carry around big-
screen TVs, Ford F-150s, all kinds of crazy

Our award-winning wines are
perfect for gifts and parties.

Visit our Tasting Rooms
for December Sales
and Champagnes!

Thurs-Mon 11:30-5:30
WHITECLIFFWINE.COM

DRINK LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Hudson Valley Wine & Spirits Competition WINNER 2022 —
Winery of the Year, Best White, Red & Sparkling Wines

GARDINER NY 845.255.4613 | HUDSON NY 838.209.9248

electronic devices...

WT: What do you do when you’re not
making gifts, or delivering them?

Santa: Well, it’s pretty much a year-
round thing these days. But I don’t mind
sitting around for a few days in February
torecharge, mayberelaxwith agood cigar,
feed thereindeer. Ms. Claus and I get away
for a few days...

WT: What did you do when you heard
about Woodstock possibly not having a
Santa for the village green event?

Santa: Well what could I do? It threw
offthe whole schedule, a million presents
here, couple of hundred thousand there,
calibrating the operation. Thank goodness
I have a good crew, with the elves back at
the plant, who quickly devised a whole
new schedule. I had to go to Woodstock...

The Woodstock town clerk (who was
chief of the Christmas Eve Committee
that year) picks up the story from there.
“When Joe got his toe crushed, I thought
weweredonefor...noSantaon Christmas
Eve. I looked around, saw Sam, thought,
no good, too skinny. Same with Rennie.
And we had no costume! Joe had run off
wearing it. Can’t have a Santa wearing
overalls.... I thought maybe I could get
a hat and become Ms. Santa for a year...

We were getting desperate. Five minutes
to departure, no Santa.
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Come try our
Italian Roast Coffee,
Italian Donuts,
Pastries and
Artisan Sandwiches.

Now two locations in Woodstock!

Caffé

Downtown Woodstock

83 Mill Hill Rd Suite D
Woodstock, NY 12498
845-684-0808

7:30am to 3:30pm: 7 Days/Week

Caffé

Rt 28 @ Hotel Dylan (at Base of Hotel Dylan & Maverick Rd)
1802 B Rt 28, Woodstock, NY 12498

845-657-4146

7:30am to 2:00pm: Friday, Saturday,

Sunday and Monday (Spring Hours)

www.caffewoodstock.com | Insta: caffewoodstock

-~ vr r" -
\ R .
) El’ ~ o
. Present This |
! Coupon T R
I 1 < \)v/
for 20% OFF 1 Item, -

(some exlcusions apply, see website for detalls)

Feel ® Heal ® Connect

One of the Largest Inventories on the NorthEast
Open 7 Day a week, 11am-6pm Through the end of the year!
Selles Aveilielbile Thwoughout the Siare
See eu websiie fior dlels]

116 Sulltivam st Winztsboro NY ~ 845-888-2547 CrysielConnectia
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And then I heard him. ‘Ho, Ho, let’s go!’
Ilooked up and saw him on top of Sweet-
heart, looking completely at home, and
I thought, oh, great, Joe got it together!
Now if he can only hold it together.

Butthere was somethingdifferent about
him. His beard was whiter and longer,
and he was calm and confident, where
Joe had been on the verge of cracking up.

And Sweetheart was completely at ease.
and enjoyingherself, too. A sack overflowing
withwrapped presentsaccompanied Santa.
I wondered where that had come from.

Anyhow, the show went off beautifully.
The crowds packed the streets. They were
awed, but respectfully moved over when
Sweetheart came through, Santa perched
up high on her back, laughing, mugging
for the people, throwing out gifts.

I thought, ‘Bravo, Joe, you're our guy’

It took Santa another hour to give out
stockingstoall the children, as the crowds,
some nipping from flasks, stayed warm
on a pretty cold night. They drifted off.
Santa, somehow back up on Sweetheart,
whispering in her ears, rode the lovely
elephant back to the firehouse.

And he somehow appeared next to
me there, though I didn’t see him climb
down. He called me by my name, though
he clearly wasn’t Joe, and said how much
he had enjoyed the evening.

We (the whole committee) were going to
The Pub after seeing Sweetheart securely
taken care of, and I asked Santa if he'd
like to come along. He said no, mumbling
somethingabout milesto gobeforehe could
sleep. Hesmiled deeply, and tapped the side
of his nose with his index finger. And then
was gone! I couldn’t tell if I'd imagined it
or not, but I've never forgotten it.”

WT: So howd you accomplish that,
spending all that time here and still get
to the rest of the world?

Santa: Well, you know, we have our ways.

DION OGUST

I mean, how do we get a billion packages
distributed worldwide in one night? You
gotta have faith, and a lot of help.

WT: Will you ever come back to Wood-
stock?

Santa: There’s an old legend that says
if you spend three nights in the shadow
of Overlook Mountain, you will always
return to Woodstock. I have spent my
three nights and more there (even saw
Mingus at the Lake in "77).

Truth is, I return to Woodstock once
every year. See you on the green!

WE STAND TOGETHER IN FULL SUPPORT OF ISRAEL
ISRAEL HAS THE ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO EXIST & DEFEND ITSELF

JEWISH PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD HAVE A RIGHT TO LIVE
WITHOUT HARASSMENT OR THREAT

» JOIN US AND STAND WITH ISRAEL!

To help support UC J Fed & Israel in this time of crisis, go to:
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted button id=TK3S8SWJNSF6E&source=url

For More Info email: ucjfsafe@gmail.com

WHEREVER WE STAND, WE STAND WITH ISRAEL. “AM YISROEL CHAI”
Paid for by the Jewish Federation of Ulster County
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@D
Healthy Living
Just Got EASIER.

Come visit us and our Exclusively Organic
Produce Dept, Organic Juice and
Smoothie Bar, Cafe and so much more.

e A
. J
motherearthstorehouse.com
300 Kings Mall Ct 249 Main St

336-5541 246-9614

KINGSTON SAUGERTIES u
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Members of the New Paltz Jewish community brought their family menorahs to the community center for the last

night of Hanukkah.

“There’s so much
light and joy”

The New Paltz annual Hanukkah celebration

by Cloey Callahan

EW PALTZ CELEBRATES its

Hanukkah holiday tradi-

tions. Tobi Watson remem-

bers latkes, dreidel, and holi-
day parties.

Growing up, Watson and her entire
family - sisters, brothers, grandparents,
parents and cousins - would get together
every year to celebrate Hanukkah. Her
favorite part? Eating tons of fried food,

latkes and apple sauce.

She grew up going to The Jewish Con-
gregation of New Paltz, which had the
same rabbi for 38 years, Bill Strongin. In
August of last year rabbi Adam Cerino-
Jones took over.

“We’d light the menorah each night, eat
tons of fried food, and get a gift each day,”
said Watson.

Hanukkah traditions are celebrated
all over the world, including here in the
Hudson Valley.

“Hanukkah was derived by ancient
rabbis over 2000 years ago,” said Cerino-
Jones. “It doesn’t have the same level of
seriousness and precedence as Rosh Ha-
shanah or Passover, which are ordained
in the torah. But it became important
becauseit’sinthesame partofthe calendar
year as a lot of other holidays.”

According to Jewish tradition, after the
Maccabees’victory over the Greeks, there
was only enough oil to burn for one day
in the temple.
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS
Serving up homemade latkes at the New Paltz Jewish Community Center's annual Hanukkah party in 2018.

Lighting the menorah com-
memorates a miracle. The
eight candles symbolize the
number of days thatthetemple
lantern blazed. The ninth, the
shamash, is a helper candle
used to light the others.

“Traditionally speaking,
you're supposed to use oil
ratherthan candlesifyoucan,”
said Cerino-Jones. “The vast
majority use candles instead,
adding them from right to left,
but lighting them from left to
right. The shamash is elevated
to distinguish it from the rest.”

Once the menorah is lit,
Cerino-Jones explains, the
light off it shouldn’t be used
for anything other than to
celebrate the miracle. That
means people shouldnt read
or eat by it.

Some people decide to pro-
mote the miracle by making
the menorah visible in a win-

Josie Quinn lights a menorah at the New Paltz Jewish Community Center's Hanukkah
party in 2017.
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dowsill.

Oilisalsowhyitistraditional to eat fried
things. For Eastern European Jews, it’s
latkes or potato pancakes. In other parts
of the world it’s jelly donuts.

Congregations across the world cel-

ebrate all these things in their own way,
creating their own traditions as well.
Despite having only spent one Hanukkah
with this congregation, Cerino-Jones has
joined initstraditions, which the congre-
gants look forward to every year.

The biggest tradition in New Paltz? The
annual Hanukkah party,jointly produced
by the general membership and the He-
brewschool, brings about 100 community
members together.

Cerino-Jones describes it as “a won-

Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

If you have been injured, contact your hometown lawyer: Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents,
slip and fall cases, work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma,
medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office.
He guarantees personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation.
He can help you recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation
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Ron Simon and Amie Adams, photographed here during the 2018 annual Hanukkah celebration, ran the Judaica
Shop at the New Paltz Jewish Community Center.

derful, multigenerational experience for
everyone.”

“The elders get to eat latkes with our
youngest kids, sing songs and light me-
norahs all together,” said Cerino-Jones.
A group of about ten men, known as the
latketiers, make giant piles of latkes for the
holidayin thekitchen of their community

center, where the party is held. They eat
their potato pancakes with sour cream
and apple sauce.

Also out of the kitchen are beverages, of
course. Watson remembers Manischewitz
wine every year.

At about the same time as the holiday
partyisaholiday sale where people buy me-

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED °* STy

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE
FREE CONSULTATION

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878

Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.
Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

\2

Permanent
Hair Removal

ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS

INAWAINOA A1

norahs and other Jewish accoutrements.

Like last year, Cerino-Jones will lead
the group in singing songs like Ma'oz
Tzur, sung

on Hanukkah after the lighting. The
partyison December 10 at4 p.m. thisyear.
Thebuilding will be filled with community
members who areready to eat well, drink,
and play games like the dreidel.

What part is Cerino-Jones looking for-
ward to the most?

“As the rabbi of the community, it’s see-
ing all of my congregants get this chance
to spend meaningful, significant time
together,” he said. “It’s hearing the kids
running around, making noise, maybe
being told to quiet down a little bit. Hav-
ing members that have been part of the
community for 60 years see their old
friends and enjoy fried potatoes. There’s
so much light and joy. We don’t focus on
the military victory part of it, even the
miracle part, it’s just the chance in the
lovely winter season to do this ritual and
enjoy company.”
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RUNA

dinner monday - saturday

private dining rooms available
for group holiday bookings

gift certificates

10 Plattekill Ave, New Paltz, NY
845 419 5007 « runanewpaltz.com

Phoenicia Arts
& Antiques

41 Main Street,
Phoenicia, NY 12464
845-688-0021
Th10-5,FES10-6,5-M 105

“A multiple vendors building
with something for everyone”

Handicap accessible

Banquet Hall Rental

1)

Saugerties American

Legion Post 72 (3

30 John Street, Saugerties NY
Perfect for Receptions, Reunions, Trainings
WiFi/Kitchen/Bar/Gaming/Museum Available

Contact Warren Whitaker at

845-514-5022

certificates
available

e

Massage is a wonderful gift
and the holiday season is
the perfect time for a deeply
relaxing and therapeutic
massage.

Schedule an appointment with one of
our NY Licensed Massage Therapists.

Dale Montelione Grust, LMT Director

96 Plains Road - New Paltz, NY
845- 255- 2188
PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES OR

SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE AT:
www.massagenewpaltz.com

The Hudson Valley’s Premier Indoor Shooting
Range and Firearms Training Center

Now Offering Daily Classes! Visit our website
for a list of upcoming classes, www.SafeShootNY.com

NEW!
NYS 18 Hour Course for
New Pistol Applications and
Restriction Removal

Includes Concealed Carry Safety Course,
broken up in 4 Modules.

Call to reserve your shooting range.

Limited Time
Memberships

ONE TIME
$10 Initiation Fee

Enroll Credit or Debit Card Only.
Cancel Any Time with 30 Day Notice.

* Unlimited Visits for 3 Months
*1Free Gun Rental

*1Free Guest Pass
* Our Ammo or Yours

10 Kieffer Lane, Kingston NY ¢ 845-443-7727
NEW WEBSITE! www.SafeShootNY.com

5% OFF

the Ammo You
BuyFromUs. on-line

Classes

classes taken at SafeShoot) 299

(Discount for previous

Once you get your license, train with the pros at
New York’s Largest Indoor Shooting Range.

Class Includes: $60 Off

* Limited Membership .
» FREE Rentals whenyoupay On-line.
« FREE One on One Training UsecodeHVI.

SAFESHOOT
HOLIDAY SALES

Ends 1/15/2024

¢ Noinitiation fee on NEW 3 month &
yearly memberships -10% off all in
store accessories (ammo not included)

*  Geta$25.00 gift card when you sign up
for an 18 hour class

Get a $25 gift card when you buy a
new or used firearm either in store or
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Merry Zoroastrian
Christmas!

“Laft up your hearts, my brethren, high, higher!”

by Sparrow

HAVE A FEW personal connections
with Zoroastrianism. To begin with,
there was a guy in my high school, I
will call him Vladimir, who sent me
long, intricate letters in tiny handwrit-
ing after I graduated. He was a very in-
tellectual person who ended up teaching
ancient religions at Princeton.
It took me months to realize that Vladi-
mir was in love with me. Years later, I

visited him in his apartment in Queens,
and noticed he had a burner on the stove
lit, with no pot on it.

“Why is that burner on?” I idly asked.

“TamaZoroastrian,”Vladimir explained.
“We worship fire.”

I had a feeling he wasn’t kidding.

In 1987, I visited India for the first time.
Iflewfrom Athensto Mumbaiand bought
a train ticket to Calcutta for the next day.
This was my first night in India!

I walked around my neighborhood. I'd

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR CANING
Furniture repair and sales | Free estimates

hankmildew@gmail.com | 845-750-2298

found a surreal hotel near the train sta-
tion with twelve beds in one room - and
discovered that I was in a Zoroastrian
community. I passed atemple with statues
of winged lions with human faces guard-
ing the entrance. It was like the set of an
Indiana Jones movie.

There are currently 47,000 Parsis - In-
dian Zoroastrians - in Mumbai.

When the editor of Hudson Valley One
asked me to write about holidays, I im-
mediately suggested Zoroastrian solstice
observance.

Friedrich Nietzsche shared my fascina-
tion with Zoroastrianism, and wrote a
whole book “channeling” Zoroaster, its
founder. Here is a free excerpt from Thus
Spake Zarathustra:

“Lift up your hearts, my brethren, high,
higher! And do not forget your legs! Lift
up also your legs, ye dancers, and better
still if ye stand upon your heads!”

“Zarathustra” is the original, untrans-
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lated name of Zoroaster. But did the
Zoroastrians actually celebrate a winter
holiday? I went online and discovered
... the Zoroastrians invented Christmas!

First of all, what’s Zoroastrianism? It’s
an ancient monotheistreligion - perhaps
the oldest - originating in Iran around
the seventh century B.C. Its mysterious
prophet, who gave his name to the reli-
gion, wrote 17hymnsknown asthe Gathas
which function as scriptures.

The holiday Christians celebrate on De-
cember 25, of course, is not in the bible.
And there is zero evidence that Jesus’
birth took place in winter. In fact, it’s quite
likely Jesus was born in the spring - the
same season in which he died - because
the Gospel of Luke recounts: “And there
were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night” while Jesus was born.
Shepherds stay up all night during lamb-
ing season, in springtime, to keep an eye
on birthing sheep.”

Early Protestants hated Christmas, de-
nouncingitasapagan feast. In Boston, its

“l am Zoroastrian... we worship fire.”

celebration was outlawed.

And for good reason!
According to an essay by
Cyrus Kar:

Before it was Christmas,
December 25th marked
the celebration of Yule, a
contraction of the ancient
Iranian word Yalda. That’s
because classical Romans,
Celts, Sachs and Saxons
had adopted the pagan
religion of their ancient
Iranian ancestors, known
as ‘Mithraism’...

Another researcher, Keli
Shroff, writes: “... It is in-
teresting to note that the
three wise men, the Magi,
who heralded the birth of
Christ, were Zoroastrians.”

Frankincense and myrrh,
which the Magi brought,
are used in Zoroastrian
temples around the globe.

The Christmas tree is
also Iranian in origin: In
ancient Persia, Yalda fes-
tivities were symbolized by
the evergreen tree. Young
girls wrapped their wishes
insilk clothand hungthem
on the tree.

Eventually, it became a
custom to place gifts under
the evergreen tree.

As late as the 18th cen-
tury, a German learnt of
the Yalda tree and created

what we now know as the
Christmas tree.

Of course, all winter cel-
ebrations derive from the
astronomical fact that De-
cember 21istheshortestday
of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere. Each subse-
quent day is longer until
the summer solstice. The
“light” has returned, which
in Mithraism signified the
birthday of Mithras, a god
of the rising sun, contracts,
friendship and war.

This information comes
from the World Zoroastrian
Organization website. But
does the rest of the world
accept this theory?

Well, alittle. The December
25 holiday seems to be an
attempt by early Christians
to coopt both Mithraism,
which was a semi-secret
“mystery cult” often cel-
ebratedinunderground tun-
nels, and the Saturnalia, a
much more popular Roman
holidaylasting from Decem-
ber 17 to December 23, with
lots of partying, banqueting,
drinking, gift-giving, and
equality between masters
and slaves — plus a sacrifice
at the Temple of Saturn.

The Encyclopaedia Bri-
tannica hasn’t heard of the
Yalda theory of the Yule
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celebration, but admits that Yule’s roots
“are complicated and difficult to trace.”
One of the first mentions of the holiday
is by the Venerable Bede, who documents
it among the Norse and Anglo-Saxons
in the early eighth century. (Whenever
possible, I like to mention St. Bede the
Venerable, who died in Jarrow, England
in 735 - but had to wait another 1164
years to be canonized!)

The Christmas tree did originate among
German Protestants in the 16th century,
but no one knows exactly why. Legend
hasit that Martin Luther himself was the
first to add candles to the tree.

As for the Magi, Wikipedia tells us the
word magi is the plural of Latin magus
...derived from Old Persian magu , .i.e.,
the religious caste into which Zoroaster
was born. The term refers to the Persian
priestly caste of Zoroastrianism.

So maybe the followers of Zoroaster are
right, and we should all wish each other
“Merry Yalda”throughoutlate December!

DAILY DELIVERY TO NEW PALTZ,
GARDINER & WALLKILL
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22

The
winter
solstice

December holidays
inoite the light

by Susan DeMark

(14 ND You, MY father, there on
the sad height,
Curse, bless, me now with
your fierce tears, I pray.

Do not go gentle into that good night.

Rage, rageagainstthe dying of thelight.”

— Dylan Thomas

Alibrary will host a winter’s evening of
activities like storytelling and crafting
paper lanterns. Local Native tribes and
a community farm will host a gathering
to give thanks and honor winter’s slower
rhythms that foster renewal for the com-
ing seasons. A temple will hold its annual
community lighting of the Hanukkah
menorah. A Kwanzaa festival will feature
thelighting of the kinara symbolizing the
seven principles. A parishioneratachurch
will light an Advent candle for the new
week as Christmas draws near.

Hudson Valley Holiday 2023-2024

ULSTER PUBLISHING

PROVIDED

Rabbi Yael Romer leads a prior Community Candle Lighting of the
hanukkiah (the Hanukkah menorah) outside of the Congregation Emanuel
of the Hudson Valley. On Dec. 10, the congregation’s annual event will
conclude with the lighting of the outdoor hanukkiah.

e

12 MONTHS

0% financing on all
Hot Spring Spas
(Ask for details)

HotSpring’

FREEDOM TO RELAX

JeT

1606
Ulster Ave.,

Lake Katrine

(Next to Adams)

845-336-8080

www.aquajetpools.com

Portable ]
orianepas Family owned and operated

for over 40 years

Closed Sundays

These celebrations will all take place in
Ulster County about a month from now.
Right here we'll tell you when and where.

Make no mistake. It’s the time of winter
solstice and the December holy days and
festivals. While each celebration is dif-
ferent, all highlight what is so precious,
powerful and sustaining at this time of
year. During mankind’s dark, challeng-
ing times, people in the Hudson Valley
are going to gather at solstice ceremonies
and events.

December’s holy days and festivals of
varied spiritual and cultural traditions
will incorporate lighting rituals for heal-
ing, rebirth, resilience, and community.

The essence of taking notice, calling
upon, honoring, and celebrating light, is
embedded in the winter solstice, the day
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of shortest daylight that humans have
observed since ancient times. Daylight in
mid- tolate December lasts just over nine
hours daily, while June days give those of
usinthenortheastern United States some
15 hours of daylight.

Amid December’s days of tingling cold,
snowflakes that promise more to come,
and long nights with stunning moon
shadows shaped by tree silhouettes, a
day arrives when darkness reaches its
pinnacle, after which the planetary cycle
for the northern hemisphere will head
toward gaining daylight. After the winter
solstice, the hours of daylight begin to
lengthen, by minutes per day.

The winter solstice, like the summer
solstice and the fall and spring equinoxes,
connects us to the natural world and its
rhythms. The Earth is alive. In times of
mankind’s strife, turbulence, wars, and a
sense among many that we are living in

SUSAN DEMARK
The winter sunlight casts long
shadows on a marsh in New Paltz.
In winter, the North Pole is tilted
away from the sun. In the Northern
Hemisphere, the sun traces a
lower arc across the sky, hence
longer shadows.

dark days, the winter solstice represents
a simple, profound comfort, peace and
solidity. We take note of cycles that are
around us in the natural world.

Our ancestors in ancient times were
acutely aware of the days of shortest
daylight. People may have observed the
winter solstice as early as the last part
of the Stone Age, about 10,200 B.C. In-
digenous peoples held ceremonies that
lasted for weeks and honored deities of
death and rebirth. Various societies had

Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah
and Happy New Year from
our families to yours!
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PHYLLIS McCABE

The tribal Winter Solstice ceremony in Kingston last year closed with an offering of tobacco for the release
of what people do not want to take into the long night and winter. This year, the Native tribes’ Winter Solstice
ceremony, to be held at Seed Song Farm and Center on Dec. 21, will again have a tobacco offering.

Auto/Truck Repair ® Heavy Truck Repair
Equipment Repair ® Metal Fabrication/Welding

24 Hour Towing/Recovery

Tealet
gaes &\\e\sa\ts.

Mike Koskie, Owner

(845) 338-1377 | Cell: (845) 417-5869
3059 Route 32, Kingston, NY 12401

their own ways of paying homage to it.
In Scandinavia, the Norse had a pagan
festival for weeks to months. Theybrought
home long oak logs, which they set afire
on one end, the Yule log, at times feasting
until it burned to the other end.

This year, the winter solstice occurs on
Thursday, December 21, at 10:27 p.m.
EST. Pagan festivals and indigenous
ceremonies In the northern hemisphere
will mark the event. In Ulster County,
a Native American ceremony will take
place at Seed Song Farm in Kingston on
December 21 at 4:30 p.m.

“We celebrate the solstice and the
equinox. It’s important to connect with
the changing of the seasons and what
those seasons mean,” said the Rev. Nick

Happy Holidays!

Complete Auto Body Repair * Foreign & Domestic

845-687-7868

1032 Berme Rd, High Falls, NY
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Miles, Tecumseh Red Cloud, Pamunkey
Tribe. “While it is still being finalized, the
winter-solstice ceremony will begin with
the Haudenosaunee nations’ Thanksgiv-
ing prayer, referred to as words spoken
before all others. In a tobacco offering,
those participating will be invited to think
aboutwhattheywantto discard from their
lives, and as the tobacco is set afire, the
smoke conveys this to the Creator.”
Coming after the autumn harvest, the
beginning of the winter season represents
a quieter time - one to go inside oneself,
to reflect, listen, watch, and think about
planting the seeds not just in the Earth
but in one’s being, according to Miles.
If we liken this to the progression of the
seasons and how the ground rests during
the winter, the slower rhythms offeratime
offeedingthe spiritand renewingthe soul.
Thelongest night of the year surely beck-
ons many of us - as do many December
days when the sun sets so early - towant to
stay indoors and not head out into a dark
night. Esopus Library is holding an event

A

Kick off the holiday season with merry songs, and heart-warming
nostalgia as actors s bring this classic story to life. This is a family
friendly experience and a tribute to the spirit of a traditional holiday.

“Victorian carolers and authentic costumes !”
‘Scrooge, Tiny Tim and the Ghosts of Christmas - live!”

THREE COURSE DINNER and HOLIDAY SHOW
e 3 Adults $60. Children 12 and under $30.

The Venue Uptown (Best Western) Washington Ave., Kingston
Thursday, December 14th at 7:00 pm

TICKETS: www.murdercafe.net / INFORMATION: 845-475-7973
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The Healthy Choice for
Your Holiday Table!

Our gift certificates make a great gift for
the holidays and a healthy New Year!

15 NEW PALTZ PLAZA « 845-256-0256

Jacobs Music Center

“Your Local Full Service Music Center”

Instruments * Instruction * Band Rentals * Repairs

Give the Gift of Music!
Gift Cards & Layaways

Large Selection of Instruments

F &
. ~ Accessories __ . Ukulele
Mol Music Lessons)

Guitar, Piano, Voice, Bass, Ukulele,

Drums, Banjo, Flute, Sax, Clarinet

Seasoned Professional Instructors
Serving the Hudson Valley since 2000

1 MILTON AVE. - HIGHLAND - (845) 691-2701

for people to do just that: The longest
nightoftheyearwill be celebrated there on
December 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. Thelibrary
is inviting people to join in a program of
readingstories, making an “enlightening”
craft — paper lanterns - and closing out
the evening “by creating our own perfect
hotcocoas.” (Talk aboutadelicious reward
for braving the longest night.)

Shannon Powell, the children’s program
coordinator, explained that the winter
solstice is something that everyone could
enjoy together. She is fascinated by how
people feel the effects of the change from
Daylight Savings Time. By gathering on
the date of shortest daylight, she said,
“You're creating your own light and com-
ing together as a community.”

December’s spiritual services and cul-
tural festivities in Ulster County vary,
but have in common the expression of
values and community through candle-
lighting ceremonies. On December 30
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Dr. Margaret
Wade-Lewis Center will hold the its third
annual Kwanzaa celebration at Redeemer
Lutheran Church in New Paltz.

Thelighting ofthe candles on thekinara,
the candleholder, is an important com-
ponent of this secular holiday. The seven
candles, one of black and three each of
red and green, represent Kwanzaa’s seven
foundational principles of Umoja (unity),
Kujichagulia (self-determination), Ujima
(collective work and responsibility, Uja-
maa (cooperative economics), Nia (pur-
pose and resolve), Kuumba (creativity),
and Imani (faith). The candle-lighting
provides an opportunity to share lessons
and inspirations about the principles.
There will also be drumming, dance, and
refreshments.

This year, Hanukkah, the Jewish Fes-
tival of Lights, occurs from sundown on
December 7 until sundown on December
15. Those observing thisholiday place and
light another candle on the hanukkiah
(the Hanukkah menorah) each evening.
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson
Valley in Kingston is holding two candle-
lighting events.

On December 8, the lighting of the
hanukkiah occurs before the Shabbat
candles. The teaching that evening will
incorporate the theme of bringing light
to the Ugandan Jewish community, spe-
cifically the LGBTQ individuals who are
enduring the targeting of that country’s
harsh anti-gay legislation.

On December 10 from 4 to 5 p.m., Con-
gregation Emanuel will hold its annual
community candle-lighting. The program
will include a short play, storytelling with
rabbi Yael Romer, congregational lighting
for those who bring their hanukiahs, and
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gathering in the social hall for donuts. It
will conclude at 5 p.m. with the lighting
of the outdoor hanukiah.

Said rabbi Romer said, “We all need
light, especially when the daylight is
shorter. In the world today, there is so
much pain and darkness, to increase the
light - bringing light, awareness, and
healing - is so important.... In light we
see, in light we are seen.”

Throughout mylife, Thave held aspecial
place for the winter solstice. I have hon-
ored it by sharing a meal with my dearest
ones before a fireplace, reading stories
and essays, saying prayers of gratitude,
and takinglong walks to watch the sunset
that day. (I am an avid reader of sunrise
and sunset charts.) The sun’s arc, at its
lowest of the year around the days of this
solstice, causes incredibly long, beautiful
shadowsinthelandscape. Thisyear, I plan
to make a wreath of evergreen boughs,
twigs, pine cones, dried grasses, berries,
and other natural elements, inspired in
part by Mari Silva’s book Yule.

Here’stothe wintersolstice! The Decem-
berholidays feature the precious hours of
sunlight thatthe heavens provide and that
we fashion in our lives and communities.
Just as the day of longest night comes,
there is the sureness of daylight’s return
in coming days.

Steve Hellev's

FABUL
FUR
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Robots.
Space age art.
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thru Sunday. And
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Rt 28 Boiceville NY
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fabulousfurnitureon28.com

Hoffman House Tavern
Happy Holidays

Jrom Our Family to Yours!
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My childhood

Christmas

Trimmang the tree was my favorite part, aside from the presents.

by Violet Snow

(11 AKE UP! IT’s
midnight!
Santa Claus
was here.”

Atfirstit'shard toprocess my
mother’s hand on my shoul-
der, but her words pierce the
haze of sleep. I sit up, rub my
eyes once, and then I'm wide
awake. I jump out of bed, jam
my feet into slippers, and run
into the hallway. My brother
appears at his bedroom door,
and we charge down the steps
to the living room, where the
tree glistens with lights and
tinsel, presiding over piles of
wrapped packages.

Our parents watch fondly
as we grab and tear, grab and
tear, holding up the bounty
Santa has brought us. Then
we read the little tags to hand
out the gifts we all bought
each other.

After the gifts are opened
and organized into their re-
spective piles and the paper
carnage is cleared, the four of
us go back to bed. When my
brother and I wake at six the

pretty  secular.
We did have a
nativity set, with
a wooden stable
and statues of all
the major char-
acters, including
an ox and a don-
key. I liked to set
up the scene and
bring the wise
men in to gather
around, with
about as much
religious fervor
as when I played
with figures in a
dollhouse.
Trimming the
tree was my fa-
vorite part of
Christmas, aside
from the pres-
ents. On a week-
end afternoon in
early December,
we'd set a ladder
on the staircase
and climb into
the attic. I'd help
mymotherpusha
hugesquare card-
board carton to

nextmorning, we play happily
with our new toys while Mom
and Dad happily sleep in.

I assumed all kids woke at midnight on
Christmas Eve, but I discovered, once I
was old enough to compare notes, that my
friends had to wait to open their presents
until their parents woke up on Christmas
morning.

How tantalizing for them! I felt lucky to
observe a custom that gave us the thrill
of waking when children were normally
asleep, and then having the instant grati-
fication of enjoying our toys as soon as we
popped out of bed in the morning.

The author and her mom.

Idon’tknowwhatinspired my parentsto
follow the midnight gift-giving tradition.
Apparently the custom of opening gifts
on Christmas Eve comes from Europe,
specifically Scandinaviaand some central
and Eastern European countries. Maybe
it was handed down by my grandfather’s
Swiss-German ancestors.

ALTHOUGH MY FATHER OCCASIONALLY
attended church, my mother was not
religious. Our Christmas habits were

theatticdoor,and
we'dleveritdown
to my father.

In the living room, we'd take out the
lights and untangle the cords before
plugging them in and replacing any
burned-out bulbs. Once the lights were
placed on the tree, my father dissolved
into the background, while the rest of
us pulled out the myriads of boxes filled
with fragile ornaments nestled among
interlocking sheets of cardboard — like
boxes of olive oil or wine.

A lot of effort went into creating a bal-
ance of different ornament styles among



ULSTER PUBLISHING

Hudson Valley Holiday 2023-2024

29

the branches. We made sure the pink and
white balls with scalloped indentations
weren't all clustered together. I loved
clipping on the metallic birds with sprays
of plastic filaments for tails.

An Ttalian-American neighbor of ours
was one of nine singing LaFalce Broth-
ers, and we had their Christmas album,
which we listened to over and over while
trimming the tree. The record had all the
standard carols, as well as some I didn’t

usually hear elsewhere — “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel” and “Loo-Lay, Thou
Little Tiny Child.”

By the time it was getting dark, we had
run out of ornaments. We replaced the
empty boxes in the big square carton, to
be hoisted back to the attic until January.
Then we'd break out the eggnog, turn the
treelights on and the lamps off, and sit on
the couch, sipping the creamy sweetness
and admiring our sparkly tree while the
LaFalce Brothers crooned on.

It was fun to get up and scuff my feet on
the carpet, then reach toward a strand of
hanging tinsel and watch it sway towards
thestatic charge of my finger. A tiny shock
would follow, as tinsel and finger met. Do
all kids know about tinsel?

My MoM AND I BAKED CHRISTMAS
cookies together. We made only one
kind, butter cookies that we rolled out
with a rolling pin. I cut out shapes with
cookie cutters: stars, snowmen, Santas,
reindeer. I decorated the shapes with
sprinkles and with colorful lines of sug-
ary gel, squeezed out of a tube. I collect-
ed the scraps left over from around the
shapes and rolled them out into smaller
and smaller circles, cutting shapes each
time, until there was so little left over, I
was allowed to eat the rest of the dough
raw.

On Christmas afternoon, we had a tur-
key dinner in the dining room, but this
meal lacked the festivity of Thanksgiving,
despite the similar menu. It was simply
overshadowed by the gifts and the other
customs, so specific to the winter holiday,

while Thanksgiving was all about the
dinner.

I'wasn’tsure why my mom bothered with
Christmas dinner, but she seemed to feel
it was important. By the time I was in my
teens, the dinner faded away, as did much
of the magic of the other traditions.

But when I was little, the tree and the

cookies and the eggnog and the LaFalce
Brothers all merged into a splendid
Christmas high that I recall, now that
I'm in my sixties, much more clearly
than the coveted piles of presents. I still
crave eggnog every December, although

it doesn’t taste nearly as good as it did
back then.
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Support Groups Available

Emotional Intelligence
Ready, Steady, Go!
Anger Management
Resilience

Make Space, Take Space
Decompression Session

All Support
Groups are
FREE to attend!
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Holiday Events

Annual Winter Faire by Mountain Laurel
Waldorf School. Holiday Cheer, Crafters,
Great Food, Outdoor Fun, Puppetry, Live
Music and more The festivals and fairs play
an important part in the education of the
students at the school and also serve as a
wonderful gesture of welcome and outreach
to the greater community for which families
serve as enthusiastic ambassadors. In this
spirit, the Winter Faire Festival Committee
prepares the annual Gift Making Faire and
with the joyful participation of the parents
of each class.

When: Sunday, December 10, 11 am-4 pm

Where: Mountain Laurel WaldorfSchool, 16
South Chestnut Street, New Paltz

More info: https://mountainlaurel.org/
events/

The Polar Express. Set to the sounds of the
motion picture, passengers will relive the clas-
sic story for a magical trip to the North Pole.
Guests will enjoy hot chocolate and cookies
served by dancing chefs. Santa and hihs elves
board the train to greet passengers and each
guest is given the first gift of Christmas- a
silver sleigh bell. Caroling and on board
entertainment.

When: through December 29

Where: Catskill Mountain Railroad, 55
Kingston Plaza, Kingston

More info: https://catskillmountainrail-
road.com

Miss Bennett: Christmas at Pemberly.
When: Through December 17, Fridays and

Yammy!ll
Peace, Love & Cupcakes

54F Tinker Street 845-247-3687 www.woodstockcupcakes.com
Saturday & Sunday 11:30am-5:30pm

&y Winner! Best Cake in the Country!

Cake Box

Bakery/Cafe
Holiday Cookies ® Pies ¢ Cakes
Specialty Desserts
Order your Desserts Today!

Open Christmas Eve. and New Year’s Eve 7 am - 1 pm.
Closed Christmas and New Year’s Day!

Have a Happy and Safe Holiday Season!

8 Fair St. Kingston, NY ® 845-339-4715
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 7 am - 4 pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am - 1 pm; Closed Monday

GIVE THE GIFT OF DELICIOUS FOOD & REAL IRISH HOSPITALITY

Purchase a gift certificate at Garvan's or Maggie Mae's and use at either restaurant!

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz
(845) 255-7888

www.garvans.com

219 Huguenot St., New Paltz
(845) 255-1960

www.maggiemaesnewpaltz.com

K The perfect Gift for the Holidays or Any Occasion! 3K

Saturdays at’7 pm, Saturdays and Sundays at 2
pm. Please check for special holiday schedule.
Where: Shadowland Theater, 157 Canal
Street, Ellenville
More info: https://shadowlandstages.org

Holiday Fineries at the Wineries.
When: December 9 and 10, 11-5 pm.
Where: Shawangunk Wine Trail.
More info: https://www.shawangunkwi-
netrail.com/

A Christmas Story the Musical.

When: Saturday, December 16 at 7 pm,
Sunday, December 17 at 2 pm

Where: The Woodstock Playouse, 103 Mill
Hill Road, Woodstock

More info: www.woodstockplayhouse.org/
charlie-brown-and-frosty

Into the Light. The Vanaver Caravan, in
collaboration with Arm-of-the-Sea Theater,
will usher in the holiday season with a family-
friendly performance. All the magic of Arm-
of-the-Sea Theater’s giant puppets with the
celebratory vision of the Vanaver Caravan’s
world dance repertoire. The fairytale-like
story follows a young girl as she seeks to find
joy and hope in the face of the waning winter
light. The performance celebrates many of
the world’s traditions; bringing light, joy and
beauty into the darkest time of the year. Into
the Light honors such holidays as Christmas,
Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Yule, Winter Solstice,
Sankta Lucia (Sweden) and Diwali (India)
through dance and music

When: Saturday, December 9 and Sunday,
December 10 at 2 & 4 pm

Where: The Rosendale Theater, 408 Main
Street, Rosendale

More info: www.vanavercaravan.org

The Holly Berry Trail. The Junior League
event has been going for two decades. Six
Kingston homes decked out for the holiday
make a trail of holiday cheer and splendor. It
is sure to inspire your own decorating spirit.

When: December 9, 10 am-2 pm

Where: Trail-goers will pick up their wrist
bands and maps at Halter Realty, 89 N. Front
Street, Kingston. More info and to purchase
tickets: www.Kingston.jl.org or call Kristen
(845) 943-0922

Barnwood 2023: A Pop-Up Queer Art Show
& Sale.

When: Friday, December 8- Sunday, De-
cember 10.

Where: Camp Kingston, 36 St. James Street,
Kingston.

Moreinfo: https://www.pinkstallionevents.
com/barnwood/

Holiday Swing Dance with ClubSwing and
Dance Lesson with Got2Lindy. All are wel-
come! No partner or experience needed to
attend. Join the fun!

When: Saturday, December 9, beginner
lesson7:30-8:00 pm, dancing until 10:30 pm

Where: White Eagle Hall, 487 Delaware
Ave, Kingston
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More info: www.got2lindy.com

Holiday Craft & Book Faire. Handmade
Crafts. Children’s Book Sale. Make your own
broom or tin/blacksmith project. Hot food &
drinks. Free to attend.

When: Sunday, December 10, 10 am-2 pm

Where: the Ashokan Center, 477 Beaverkill
Road, Olivebridge

More info: http://ashokancenter.org

Wreaths Across America Wreath Day. Cer-
emony followed by laying of remembrance
wreaths on Veterans graves. All are welcome
to attend and/or volunteer to place wreaths.

When: December 16 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

When: New Paltz Rural Cemetary, 81 Plains
Rd, New Paltz

More info: www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/NY0270

Belleayre Holiday Bazaar. Give the gift of
the Catskills to your friends & loved ones!
Get your holiday shopping done on the Mez-
zanine level of the Discovery Lodge with tons
of unique gifts, handmade items, and more
from local artisans in the region.

When: Saturday and Sunday, December 16
and 17, 10 am-3 pm.

Where: Belleayre Mountain, 181 Galli Curci
Rd. Highmount

More info: 845-254-5600 or https://www.
belleayre.com/event/holiday-bazaar/

Theater on the Road performances of A
Christmas Carol.You've seen Scrooge, Tiny
Tim and the Ghosts of Christmas from a the-
ater seat. This season be a part of the story
during Theatre On The Road’s interactive
dinner-theatre performance of Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol. This event features
a three-course meal following a reception
where guests meet Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny
Tim, Nephew Fred and carolers in authentic
Victorian costume. Audience members are
encouraged to interact with the Dickens’char-
acters throughout the performance. Adapted
from Charles Dickens’ classic, the production
isatributetothe spiritofatraditional holiday,
with script written by Theatre On The Road
founders Frank and Kristen Marquette.

When: from now through December 20.

Where: Locations throughout the Hudson
Valley

More info: www.murdercafe.net; for infor-
mation call 845-475-7973.

HistoricHoliday Market Fair. The Histori-
cal Society of Woodstock (HSW) will hold its
annual Holiday Market Fair HSW’s exhibition
space will be transformed into a Holiday Fair
reminiscent of earlier times including the
work oflocal artists, potters, weavers, jewelry
makers, treats, wreaths and more -- all on sale.

When: Saturday & Sunday, December 9 &
10, 10 am-3 pm.

Where: Historical Society of Woodstock, 20
Comeau Drive, Woodstock

More info: www.historicalsocietyofwood-
stock.org

845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

ICE ARENA

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating

I

Public Open Skating Admissions
$6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - 53 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

\/_4

? N

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢ PRO SHOP

Skate Sharpening - S5 a pair

1:30 p.m. 10 4:00 p.m

Presented by the FDR
Presidential Library and Museum
and the Friends of the

This year’s authors include:

Barbara Ann Mojica

HOME OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT:
PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM

and
Barbara Guerriero-Flites

HOLIDAY

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Free Admission to the

ENJOY
THE HOLIDAYS

at the FDR Presidential Library and Museum
Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site

FREE FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENTS
Saturday, December 9, 2023

Henry A. Wallace Visitor and Education Center
FDR Presidential Library and Home of FDR National Historic Site

CHILDREN’S READING FESTIVAL

Poughkeepsie Public Library District
LITTLE MISS HISTORY TRAVELS TO HYDE PARK,

THE MEMOIR OF A WHITE HOUSE DOG: MY LIFE
WITH PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT; 1940-1945

December 9, 2023

FDR Presidential Home of FDR
Library and Museum National Historic Site
www.fdrlibrary.org

www.nps.gov/hofr

HOLIDAY CARDS FOR SAILORS
Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Children and their parents are invited
to come to the Henry A. Wallace Center
and make holiday cards to send
to the men and women serving on
the USS Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt,
a U.S. Navy missile destroyer.

PICTURE TIME WITH SANTA
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

REFRESHMENTS
Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Provided by the
FDR Presidential Library and Museum

OPEN HOUSE

9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Free Admission to the
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56 Highlands Drive #F-5
Hunter, NY 12442

This wonderful condominium is ready for you to enjoy in time for winter season! Welcome to Hunter Highlands |, an
exceptional condo association sited alongside of Hunter Mountain. This bright and spacious 3+ bedroom unit has
been fashionably updated from top to bottom including high end finishes from flooring to furniture and everything in
between! Step inside to the spacious first floor living space with fully equipped kitchen, large living room w/ balcony,
half bathroom and mud room. Upstairs, you'll be greeted home to three large & sunny bedrooms including the
master en-suite. A second full bathroom is located in the hallway. The laundry station is nearby with a washer/dryer
combo unit. The third level consists of a comfortable family room or play room and can double as a sleeping loft.
Front porch has built-in ski locker for your convenience. Western exposure makes for great afternoon sunlight and
beautiful sunsets. This gorgeous unit is fully furnished and move in ready. Excellent location less than 200 feet from
slopes (we measured)! Your vacation residence awaits. Or use as an income property or primary home. You will love
coming home fo this unit!

3 Beds

3 Baths

1,368 Sqft

Offered at $525,000

BRIDGET LEACH

REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

C: 518.947.8022
0: 512.589.9000
bridgetmleach@aol.com
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