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The Beatles. Abbey Road, London © 1969 Paul McCartney under 
exclusive licence to MPL Archive LLP. Photographer: Linda McCartney 

FREE admission ages 19
& under in COOPERSTOWN, NY

SCAN FOR TICKETS
AND INFORMATION 
FENIMOREART.ORG

THE LINDA 
McCARTNEY 
RETROSPECTIVE:

FROM THE LIGHT
Sponsored by New York Central Mutual Insurance, Tom & Dusty 
Putnam, The Clark Foundation, and Nellie & Robert Gipson.

ON VIEW 
UNTIL 

SEPT. 7
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by Simantha MollyLou Sernaker, 
aka Simi Stone

 

When I got off the phone 
with David Byrne, I was 
crying. He’s not the most 
emotional guy, but he 

Becoming a painter
“There is an entire tribe of Woodstock.”

had let me get it all out. He had said 
he had to replace me on the American 
Utopia tour, and it hurt.

This was in the spring of 2018. I couldn’t 
blame him. By this point, I’d been perform-
ing on an injured foot for four months. 
Boarding the plane in a wheelchair, 
I flew back from the New Orleans 

jazz festival to Albany, where my best 
friends, with whom I had grown up in 
Woodstock, picked me up at the airport. 
I got home, beat up and hobbling. 
More than my body was a wreck. The 
music business had wrecked me men-
tally. It had been like a bad boyfriend 
to me, the kind whom you kept going 
back to in the desperate hope that 
maybe this time he’d choose you if you 
acted right and looked pretty enough. 
Living in that unhappy scenario, you 
turn in on yourself after a while. 
The business will cut a girl down should 
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CLAIRVOYANT  PSYCHIC  MEDIUM

Psychic Readings
by Rose

845-679-6801
CALL FOR TWO FREE QUESTIONS!

40 Mill Hill Rd, Woodstock, New York
Private & Confidential Readings 

By Phone or In Person
nycrose71@gmail.com

psychicreadingsinwoodstockny.com

Fri Aug 7, 6:00PM
The Rosendale Theater, Tickets $3-$25 

SummerDance - Jul 27-Aug 7, Rosendale

vanavercaravan.org/summerdance

Once Upon A TheatreOnce Upon A Theatre
Enroll your child in The Vanaver Caravan’s

SummerDance and they can join the cast of 
Enroll your child in The Vanaver Caravan’s

SummerDance and they can join the cast of 
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A U G U S T  2 2

S E P T E M B E R  4

A U G U S T  2 3

S E P T E M B E R  1 3

A U G U S T  2 9

S E P T E M B E R  2 5

A U G U S T  3 0 A U G U S T  3 1

All dates, acts, times and ticket prices are subject
to change at any time without notice.

2 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  S E A S O N
JULY 31 & AUGUST 1 AUGUST 8 AUGUST 14 AUGUST 15 AUGUST 16

SOLD OUT

200 Hurd Road, Bethel, NY BethelWoodsCenter.org
C E L E B R A T I N G  T W E N T Y  Y E A R S  O F

T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  P E A C E  H A P P E N S

E V E N T  G A L L E R Y
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O C T O B E R  1 0

N O V E M B E R  1 3
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she let it. The future went nowhere. 
I spent weeks on my mom’s couch trying 
to make sense of it all. Now back in the 
cradle of home I didn’t know where to 
turn. I broke down 
in the arms of a 
loving man whom 
I’m still living with 
today. 

Luckily, I heard 
from Kate Mc-
Gloughlin, the 
painter and print-
maker who made 
“ R e q u i e m  f o r 
Ashokan.” She in-
vited me to come 
by the studios at 
the Woodstock 
School of Art. 
“I think it’s time 
for you to focus 
on your visual art,” said Kate, whom 
I’d known since I was a little kid. In 
the late Eighties, she was a kid, too, 
probably a teenager, and my coun-
selor at the Woodstock Youth Center. 
At that time, I didn’t know that I was 
in the presence of a gifted painter.   

I’d been painting and drawing on my own 
as a form of survival since the early winter 
of 2014, bouncing from one artist’s dream 
to the next. Sometimes part of their 

dream intermin-
gled with my own. 
In most places 
p a r e n t s  w a n t 
t h e i r  k i d s  t o 
be lawyers and  
d o c t o r s .  I n 
s o m e  c i r c l e s 
in  Woodstock  
your mom might 
w o r r y  i f  y o u 
aren’t an artist. 
Maybe I think 
that because I was 
always an artist.

The mechanism 
of drawing flow-
ers started when 

I was a little girl. Petals peppered ev-
erything I could get my hands on: my 
school notebooks, orchestral sheet music, 
homework, journals, library books, es-
says, grocery bags, Mother’s Day cards. 
If I had a pen, a flower would come 
to life. Half the time I wouldn’t even 

Woodstock’s hometown 
dispensary! A selection 
of consciously curated 
products from 
independent growers in 
a comfortable, easy to 
navigate atmosphere. 
Our expert budtenders 
will help get you “back 
to the garden.” 

17 Tinker Street, Woodstock • herbalwoodstock.com
For use only by adults 21 years of age and older. Cannabis can be addictive. Keep out of reach of children and pets. In case of accidental 

ingestion or overconsumption, contact the Poison Center hotline 1-800-222-1222 or call 9-1-1 . Please consume responsibly

FURNITURE
FABULOUS

Live edge 
furniture. 
Robots. 
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday 
thru Sunday. And 

sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY
(845) 750 3035

fabulousfurnitureon28.com

“Bouquet of glory,” 2025. On view at 
Huxley-Parlour Gallery, London.  
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9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845) 338-4936    AugustineNursery.com
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 8-4, Sunday 10-4

 
 

  

 
 

  

Transform your Landscape
Into a Landmark.

Visit our new 
website!
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realize what I was doing until my mom 
would rush over to grab the phone bill 
out from un der my marker to prevent 
the onslaught of mutating marigolds. 
Returning to paint-
ing flowers in the 
present is no sur-
prise.

I grew up off  
Route 212 right 
near Sunfrost. As 
a little girl, I’d ride 
my bike down the 
gravel drive to the 
double yellows by 
Ricks Road and turn 
around  with  my 
jacket wide open 
and pedaling as 
fast as my little legs 
could go until I 
was frozen to the 
bone. Over and 
over again.This is 
how I approach life 
in general.

Kate understood something about 
that temperament. I needed to be 
active and have a place to land. I 

needed to be working and creating. My 
imagination is endlessly colorful.  The 
trees, the woods and the mountains of 
Woodstock are tattooed onto my brain. 

You’ll see the land-
scape in much of 
my work. It’s em-
bedded within the 
stories of an en-
tire life. The valleys 
and streams flow 
in rhythm with the 
blood in my veins. 
You could call me 
a flower child. I 
suppose I sound 
like one, not in 
the longhair trip-
ping-on-acid kind 
of way (though I 
am a bit of that, 
too). We were the 
children of hip-
pies, beatniks and 
non-conformists. I 

am a black Jewish child of activist par-
ents, raised meditating on my single 
mother’s lap, taught to believe in karma 
as religion. Reincarnation was a given. 
A direct hookup to god and guru was 
unquestioned.

There was a different, rougher side 
to Woodstock life in those times. 
The muddy undertow laced with 
beautiful mixed boys and girls in Doc 
Martins with no curfew drinking beer 
with barefoot pre-teens. Peace signs 
and tie-dye t-shirts hung for sale in 
store windows. Air-brushed prints of 
Jimi Hendrix and Bob Dylan dazzled 
tourists walked down Tinker Street. 
I applied for a traveling fellowship in my 
first year of graduate study at the Muse-
um of Fine Arts in Boston last year. I pro-
posed traveling back home to Woodstock 
to study painting with Leah Lopez, an art-
ist teaching still life in the very buildings 
at the Woodstock School of Art that Kate 
had brought me to seven years earlier. 
I wanted to be there. My thesis this past 
May stemmed from a painting that I had 
made at the Woodstock School of Art.   
I ’m not just inspired by Wood-
stock, you see: I am Woodstock. 
I’m not the only one. There is an entire 
tribe of Woodstock.

I’m back home in this place now, 
where I’m creating these florals. 
The inspiration is all around bounc-
ing off of everything else that I’ve 

Inner Nature:  
an Expressive Arts Immersion 

with Krupa Jhaveri
Saturday, Aug. 8 • 11am-5pm

During this full-day art journey, 
participants will engage in a variety of 
nature-based art making to discover 

both personal and collective links  
between earth, body, mind, heart, spirit.

Matagiri Sri Aurobindo Center
1218 Wittenberg Rd., Mount Tremper

matagiri.org
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ever made and lived through in my 
life. It can feel overwhelming at 
times, but I can’t imagine living any-
where else in such alienating times.   
Richard Segalman, whom I posed for 

Specializing in crafting 
delicious smoked meats

Offering a variety of smoked 
delicacies that capture the 
rich flavors of the region

Thursday: 9am-5pm | Friday: 9am-5pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm | Sunday: 9am 4pm

Mon-Weds: CLOSED

724 Route 212 Saugerties, NY
(845) 246-8767

thesmokehouseofthecatskills.com

  Smoke House of the Catskills

The scent of an artist at work was 
delightful. I fell in love with making 
artwork before ever picking up a brush. 
Once the pursuit of visual work gets 
into a person, there is no turning back. 
The journey has had ups and downs, 
high and lows. My constant com-
panion throughout it all has been 
self-expression. In response to  the 
struggles I contend with, friction is 
created. Its power gives me cause to 
respond from a place if deep rootedness.  
That is what I find myself moving toward 
on a daily basis. I write songs in the car on 
my way to oil-paint in my studio. I take 
photos and screen shots instead of draw-
ing in my notebook. I run through the 
woods on my healed foot and memorize 
the shape of tree tops that kiss the sky. 
I have come to realize that creating flow-
ers was and is somehow imperative to my 
ability to absorb the constant exposure 
of the world around me. Like many 
Woodstock artists, I process all aspects 
of my life through making art through 
painting, music, the written word, or 
whatever other medium. The outcomes 
may be unique, but they stem from one 
family, a single electron.

 
 

50 Rondout Landing Kingston NY 12401 | hrmm.org

SAILSAILBUILDBUILDLEARNLEARN

HRMM - More Than A Museum!

over several years, made many paint-
ings in my company until his passing. 
He introduced me to Degas and much 
of what was going on with art in Wood-
stock in the Sixties and Seventies.
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Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

$1 Billion
Recovered

for our 
clients

$32 Million
Recovered

for construction worker 
exposed to asbestos

$7 Million
Recovered
for truck

accident victim

845-WOODSTOCK (845-966-3786) www.bellucklaw.com

W o o d s t o c k  |  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  |  A l b a n y

Joseph W. Belluck, Esq.

If you’ve been injured, call your hometown lawyer, Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck, and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents, slip and fall cases, 
work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma, medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office. He guarantees 
personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation. He can help you 

recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation

HudsonValleyOne_Ad_BelluckLaw.indd   1HudsonValleyOne_Ad_BelluckLaw.indd   1 12/26/2024   3:24:09 PM12/26/2024   3:24:09 PM
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by Violet Snow
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed His grace 
on thee, 

Purple mountain majesties

New owners of local publishing house  
seek to preserve Catskills culture

And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea!

-- America the Beautiful, first stanza.
 

Did you know that Peter Pan 
was born in the Catskills? Or 
that the bank robber most 
admired by the Pinkertons 

was finally apprehended in Schoharie 
County? Or that Walter R. Brooks, the 

creator of Freddy the Pig and Mr. Ed, the 
talking horse, lived in Roxbury?

Such fascinating gems are scattered 
liberally throughout  Peter Pan in the 
Catskills and Other Historical Essays, 
just out from local publisher  Pur-
ple Mountain Press (PMP). For the new 
owners of the press — let’s call them the 
PMP quartet — publishing local history 
is a labor of love and appreciation for the 

Carolyn Bennett. Bill Birns.
Rebecca Rego Barry.

SaugertiesBalletCenter
Now accepting 
new students!

Register now 
845.246.4316 or 

saugertiesballet.com
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Through SEPTEMBER 13
music in the woods

maverick
concerts

Tickets and schedule: maverickconcerts.org
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region they call home.
PMP’s books “help articulate a 

collective memory,” said one of 
the quartet, Lee Hudson, a long-
time member of the Gilboa His-
torical Society and founding editor 
of  Catskill Tri-County Historical 
Views, a journal published from 
2017 to 2022, the source of the es-
says selected for the new book. She 
quoted novelist L. P. Hartley, who 
wrote, “The past is a foreign country: 
they do things differently there.”  

“Our area is deeply influenced by 
earlier times and beliefs,’ Hudson 
said. “They’re foundational to its 
identity and larger culture. But we 
won’t understand the connections, 
enjoy or appreciate the depth without 
some knowledge of our area’s past.”

Thus we learn how electric fences 
were introduced to the dairy farms 
near Stamford. We read about how in 
the 1970s Native people of the region 
reconstructed the pottery techniques 
and patterns of their ancestors. We also 
catch glimpses of the Catskills lifestyle 
that we can recognize today, helping us 
understand the culture that surrounds 
us.

Another quartet member, Carolyn Ben-

nett, described the contrast between the 
residents of her former home, Brooklyn, 
and her neighbors in the Catskills, where 
she has lived since 1980. “I had gone to 
Woodstock, the real Woodstock [Festi-

val], when I was 19,” she explained. 
The line in the song “Woodstock,” 
exhorting us to “get ourselves back 
to the garden,” expressed the urge to 
leave her urban home.

“I loved the people up here,” she said. 
“They were different from people 
downstate. Their pace, how they 
moved, spoke. It was an unspoken 
rule on Main Street that we were 
all one.”

For example, she was writing for a 
local paper about a large corpora-
tion that was trying to buy a quarry 
in Lexington. Her coverage of the 
controversial issue alienated some 
residents. Among them was a man 
named Donnie, who detested her. 
One night, I had a heart attack,” 
she said. “Donnie held my hand 
all the way to the hospital. Next 
day, he went back to detesting me.”

The editor of the Peter Pan book, 
Bill Birns, has a similar affec-

tion for the local culture, which he sees 
as characterized by such qualities as 
“respect for and daily interaction with 
nature, and a strong sense of place.” 
Birns told the story of Roxbury physician 
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editor & publisher: Geddy Sveikauskas
associate publisher: Genia Wickwire

advertising: Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle, 
Tobi Watson, Anne Wygal

design: Zac Shaw
production: Diane Congello-Brandes, 

Josh Gilligan 
circulation: Dominic Labate
cover photo by Dion Ogust

www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Ulster Publishing (est. 1972) is a Hudson 
Valley media company with its office at 
322 Wall Street in Kingston. For more 
info on upcoming magazines, including 
how to place an ad, call (845) 334-
8200, fax (845) 334-8202 or e-mail info@
hudsonvalleyone.com.

Hudson Valley Culture
Summer 2026

Dr. Gallo being interviewed by regional 
historian Alf Evers. Evers was surprised 
to learn that the doctor had never been 
to the Town of Woodstock. Gallo replied, 
“I’ve got everything I need right here in 
my valley.”

Birns grew up in a New York City 
suburb and moved to Margaretville in 
1971 in response to the back-to-nature 
movement of the time. He was hired 
to teach at the local high school, which 
didn’t require a teaching certificate. 
Birns argued that one of his students, a 
smart girl who grew up poor in Shandak-
en, represented a distinct and historically 
under-represented culture. She ended up 
enrolling at Bennington College, where 
the only other equal opportunity student 
in her year was from Somalia.

“I’ve only been here 21 years, not enough 
to call myself local,” said Rebecca Rego 
Barry, who with her husband Brett 
are the other two owners of PMP. She 
recalled her first visit to Fleischmanns, 
where she noticed the PMP office. “I was 
working for Simon and Schuster, and I 
said, ‘If we ever move up here, I’d like 
to work in that place.’ I came full circle.” 
Brett Barry is the producer of Kaatscast: 
the Catskills Podcast, a biweekly series 
addressing local culture, history, and the 
arts, hosted at Silver Hollow Audio, his 
business in Chichester. “Purple Mountain 
Press has been publishing Catskills his-
tory since the mid-1970s,”he said, “and 
to see that disappear would have been 
devastating. The back catalog is a trea-

Fri, September 4      6:30 pm at Kiersted Dutch Barn
    

Sponsored by

2026
Fri, August 7      6:30 pm at Tina Chorvas Park

    Us (GLEN ROETHEL, JUDY KASS, AMY SOUCY)
DON LOWE

PAYNE'S GREY SKY
RED DOOR DUO (HELEN AVAKIAN, DAVID IRWIN)

F R E E !

In case of rain, location TBD  (Check Chamber Facebook page)
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Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city and  
enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from New York City. 

Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING • HIKING • MEDITATION • SOUND BATHS

PRIVATE YOGA • BONFIRE •  DEWA SPA •  FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US  |   845.688.6897

SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA'S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA
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sure trove, and there are more stories to 
be told. I›m an audio producer — book 
publishing was never on the radar — but 
I›m happy to hold the baton for now, and 
ideally hand it off safe and sound and 
well-organized to whoever comes next.” 

Among the PMP backlist are regional 
historian Diane Galusha’s Liquid Assets, 
an account of the building of the upstate 
water supply system that served New 
York City at great cost to the upstate com-
munities flooded to make the reservoirs. 

The 33 essays in  Peter Pan in the 
Catskills  are highly accessible and 
wide-ranging, offering looks at Catskills 
geology (by Robert and Johanna Titus), 
naturalist John Burroughs’ fascination 
with bluebirds, the controversy over 
whether West Kill resident Levi Hill 
invented color photography, Buffalo 
Bill’s early performances in Stamford, 
and much more. 

The title essay describes how Maude 
Adams, a theatrical star of the late 1800s, 
inspired novelist J. M. Barrie to write the 
play Peter Pan. She first read the script 
while at her house in Tannersville, where 
she was friends with John and Elizabeth 
Alexander. The couple became designers 

newpaltz.edu/museum

Rarely exhibited in its entirety, R. B. Kitaj’s complete 
1969–70 portfolio transforms books, dust jackets, and 
printed materials into fifty silkscreen prints.

In Our Time 
R. B. Kitaj and Books 

June 17 – November 8, 2026

R. B. Kitaj, O’Neill (from the portfolio In Our Time), 1969–70. Photo: Robert Hansen-Sturm. © R. B. Kitaj Estate, 
courtesy of PIANO NOBILE, London

Fri Aug 7, 6:00PM
The Rosendale Theater, Tickets $3-$25 

SummerDance - Jul 27-Aug 7, Rosendale

vanavercaravan.org/summerdance

Once Upon A TheatreOnce Upon A Theatre
Enroll your child in The Vanaver Caravan’s

SummerDance and they can join the cast of 
Enroll your child in The Vanaver Caravan’s

SummerDance and they can join the cast of 

W O O D S T O C K  S C H O O L  O F  A R T
2 4 7 0  R O U T E  2 1 2 ,  W O O D S T O C K ,  N Y

8 4 5 . 6 7 9 . 2 3 8 8
W O O D S T O C K S C H O O L O F A R T . O R G

September 5 – October 3, 2026 
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of sets and costumes for the play.
The author of the Peter Pan essay, 

Elisabeth Henry, is a writer, actress, and 
Tannersville resident. She had never heard 
of Maude Adams when she was asked to 
write a piece about her for a celebration at 
the Mountaintop Historical Association in 
2000. The more she researched Maude’s 
life, the more she became intrigued by the 
actress, who is little known today despite 
her significant theatrical success and her 
later innovations in stage lighting, engi-
neering and set design.

“I believe that her time spent here 
in these fairytale forests informed her 
character development of Peter Pan,” 
Elisabeth ventured.  “A glance at how 
and with whom she contributed to the 
iconic creativity of the Peter Pan project 
testifies to the strength of the creative 
community here and why she loved this 
mountain, her home, so much.”

Bill Birns will discuss Peter Pan in the 
Catskills on Saturday, August 1, at 3 p.m. 
at the Morton Memorial Library in Pine 
Hill. For information on the publications 
of Purple Mountain Press, visit https://
www.nysbooks.com/.  

OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES | 7 REGIONAL OFFICES EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

260 JOHN LN
WALTON, NY 13856

Stephen Kaminsky
LICENSED ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER

607-353-2047c. | skaminsky@timberlandproperties.net

offered at $575,000

94 OVERLOOK DRIVE
ANDES, NY 13731

Jeffrey A. Ashton
LICENSED ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER

973-650-0035c. | jashton@cbtp.com

offered at $1,850,000

335 CORNELL RD
STAMFORD, NY 12167

Robert Dillon
LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

646-229-8044c. | robert.dillon@cbtp.com

offered at $1,200,000

10 HOWES HWY
PINE HILL, NY 12465

Christine C. O'Shaughnessy
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

607-287-0424c. | christine@cbtp.com

offered at $729,000

Stamford
607-652-2220

Sidney
607-604-4394

Oneonta
607-435-3280

Margaretville
845-586-3321

Delhi
607-746-7400

Mount Tremper
845-657-4177

Walton
607-865-7000

Premier Properties. Extraordinary Living.

OF CATSKILLS
LIVING

the art

WINE TASTINGS 
Thu. & Fri. 4-7pm • Sat. 1-4pm 

EVERYDAY IS SENIOR 
DISCOUNT DAY!

Curbside and Delivery Available 

(Contact Store for Details)

TOAST TO SUMMER!

845-336-5155 | 15 Boices Lane (Harbor Freight Plaza), Kingston, NY 

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-9pm | Sunday 11am-5pm
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Free outdoor Shakespeare
Woodstock festival “has a twist to it”

by G. Labate

“All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women 
are merely players;
They have their exits and 
their entrances,
And one man in his time 
plays many parts.”
--From AsYou Like It,
by William Shakespeare, 
1599

 

Up on the town-
o w n e d  C o -
meau proper-
ty just a short 

stroll from Woodstock’s 
village green sits a coarse 
Elizabethan-style open-
air stage, bracketed on 
either side by the lush 
green woods typical of the 
Catskills. This is the annual home of Bird-
on-a-Cliff Theatre Company’s Summer 
Shakespeare Festival, which begins its 
31st season July 31 and extends through 
the Labor Day weekend. This year’s pro-
duction will be a gangster-themed ver-

sion of the early Shakespearean comedy 
Two Gentlemen of Varona,

The festival and the company itself 
are the creations of Elli Michaels and 
David Aston-Reese, a couple who met 
as working actors in a New York City 

production of Taming 
of the Shrew and have 
since become staples 
of the Hudson Valley’s 
theatrical terrain. 

“I wanted a good 
reason to come to 
Woodstock,” Michaels 
explains. “Many, many 
moons ago, before 
the year of the first 
great concert, I was 
brought up by some 
friends. I felt peaceful. 
I felt happy. I felt like 
I belonged. It’s easy to 
fit in. Not too many 
people judge.”

Before Bird-on-a-
Cliff became the es-
tablished paragon of 
Hudson Valley theatre 
that it is now, Michaels 
and  A s ton-Reese 

started out at the Byrdcliffe Theater, 
taking part in a number of productions, 
including such unusual ones as Waiting 
for Godot with an all-female cast. Waiting 
Godot is traditionally an all-male show. 
Playwright Samuel Beckett vehemently 

MARCH-JULYMARCH-JULY

Elli Michaels and David Aston-Reese.
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objected to the 
casting of women 
in the play, and his 
estate had shut 
down other pro-
ductions of the 
show with female 
casts.

“We wanted to 
do it because it 

was forbidden,” Michaels says. “Let them 
come and shut me down.” 

Combining classic shows with unique 
creative choices remained a trademark 
when the couple truly found their niche 
in the Shakespeare Festival.

“Let’s cut to the chase,” Aston-Reese 

9/5 • 9/6 • 9/7
ULSTER COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

NEW PALTZ, NY

WOODSTOCK-NEW PALTZ 

ART & CRAFTS FAIR

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

QUAILHOLLOW.COM

Handmade. One-of-a-Kind.Handmade. One-of-a-Kind.  Handmade. One-of-a-Kind. 45th Annual Est. 1982

Fine Wines 
and Spirits

Rte. 212 (CVS Plaza) 
Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm

Mon, Tues, Wed 10 am to 8 pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 am to 9 pm

 
A CASE OF WINE

with this ad only
CASH OR CHECK ONLY

Expires 7/31/2026
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%

  O
F
F



2222 HV1  Culture Summer 2026

interrupts. “Free outdoor 
Shakespeare. People love 
free outdoor Shakespeare.”

After an initial two sea-
sons of Much Ado About 
Nothing and Taming of 
the Shrew in more period-
accurate Elizabethan garb 
proved too constricting for 
a cast working in summer 

heat, Michaels and 
Aston-Reese began 
devising new themes 
for every production. 
Bird-on-a-Cliff ’s pro-
ductions of Shake-
speare’s comedies have 
had a genre-bending 
twist to them.

“We sit and think and 

then we fight, and we 
fight some more, and 
we think and then we 
come up with an idea,” 
Michaels says. “We had a 
director who we’d known 
for years from the city 
come up and do Romeo 
and Juliet in black and 
white and miniskirts, 
and we just knew that 

would be the way to go. Each year ev-
erybody that comes says, ‘What are they 
doing this year?’ We just haven’t done it 
in space yet; I wanna do that.”

“It’s more interesting and more cost-
effective.” Aston-Reese points out.

“Thrift stores love us.” Michaels jokes.
Of course, no production can ever be 

pulled off perfectly. “There was that one 
show where one of the actresses disap-
peared in the middle of it,” Michaels 
recalls.

“Don’t tell that one,” Aston-Reese 
interjects.

“Why not? I found that fascinating. 
You don’t want anything to go wrong, 
but audiences love it, you know, they eat 
that up,” Michaels continues.

“You only remember the good stuff,” 
Aston-Reese grumbles. “I know where 
it has to end up. We have this big ship 
that we start moving in this direction 
and once it has a certain momentum, no  

make joy

A place for people who  
make things out of yarn

Open Thursday-Sunday 11-5  |  Monday 12-6

Join us for Crafternoon Delight,  
an open crafting gathering on 

Thursdays 5-7pm and Sundays 2-5pm.
 

More classes and gatherings coming soon!

Hedgehog and Moss 
4 Deming Street, 2nd Floor, Woodstock, NY 12498

www.hedgehogandmoss.com

“Your 
local 

florist 
for the 

Woodstock Area”
5-star rated  

for 10 years at 
114 Partition Street, 

Saugerties
Delivering 6 days a week

Order online @
dancingtulipfloral.com 

or speak to a human call 
845-247-3164
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ONE DESTINATION,

Endless Adventures! 

Scenic Boat Tours
Hands-on Family Activities
Weapons Demos
World Class Exhibitions
Historic Gardens
REAL TIME REVOLUTION® 
Reenactments & Programs

Celebrate America’s founding at one 
of the nation’s most unforgettable 
destinations! Fort Ticonderoga offers 
a curated journey through history, with 
breathtaking scenery, new exhibitions, 
immersive programs, and the 
spirit of independence.

® NYSDED

Open 5/2-10/25/26, Tuesday-Sunday RAIN OR SHINE! 
102 Fort Ti. Rd, Ticonderoga NY | fortticonderoga.org

HIGHLIGHTS:

AN AMERICA 250 MUST- SEE LANDMARK!

®
®

Open Studios | 28 Artists | Sept 5-6, 2026

ARTSTUDIOVIEWS.COM

Germantown | Tivoli | Red Hook | Rhinebeck | Hyde Park
FREE EVENT • ALL WELCOME • FAMILY FRIENDLY • SELF-GUIDED

Fine Dining with  
Warm Irish Hospitality

Gastropub • Dining • Events

Eclectic American Cuisine 
with an Irish Twist!

At Garvan’s, we pride 
ourselves on expert 

service and unmatched 
culinary execution. 

Enjoy elegant indoor 
dining, or dine al fresco 
on our screened porch 

and patio. 

Call or reserve online 
at Garvans.com

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz 

  (845) 255-7888  
Tues. - Sun. 12-9pm • Closed Monday
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matter  what 
c h a n g e  y o u 
make or what 
bump you hit, 
it just happens. 
Elli’s really the 
driving force 
of this whole 
thing.”

“Yeah, I tell 
him what I’m thinking, and he makes 
it happen,” Michaels adds, “Just when 
you think you’ve got something down, 
it changes. It’s never-ending changes.” 

Positive audience responses have been 
the throughline in the Bird-on-a-Cliff ’s 
tenure. But many things have changed 
since the early days of the festival.

Michaels says the performances have 
recently been drawing a bigger, younger 
crowd. More diverse.

“A lot of new people keep coming,” 
agrees Aston-Reese. “We love that. We 

Caring for the Hudson Valley,
One Family at a Time.

Same-Day/Next-Day Appointments Available
1-855-ENTA-DOC  |  ENTANDALLERGY.COM

Services Include:

Adult & Pediatric Ear, Nose, and Throat

Adult & Pediatric Allergy, Asthma, Immunology

Hearing Aids & Audiology

Facial Plastic Surgery

Voice and Swallowing

Adult & Pediatric Ear and Dizziness

Sleep Services

Advanced Sinus & Skull Base

Thyroid, Parathyroid & Head and Neck Surgery

Find a Location Near You!

Open: Tues, Wed, Thurs 11-9pm, Fri & Sat 10-5pm

INSTRUMENTS, INSTRUCTION, RENTALS
REPAIRS, ENTERTAINMENT

JACOBS MUSIC CENTER
1 Milton Ave, Highland, NY • 845 691 2701

JacobsMusicCenter.com @ jacobsmusiccenterJacobsMusicCenter.com                 @ jacobsmusiccenterJacobsMusicCenter.com                 @ jacobsmusiccenterJacobsMusicCenter.com                 @ jacobsmusiccenterJacobsMusicCenter.com                 @ jacobsmusiccenter

INSTRUMENTS, INSTRUCTION, RENTALS
REPAIRS, ENTERTAINMENT

JACOBS MUSIC CENTER
Your Local Full Service Music Center

Serving the Hudson Valley Since 2000
Thank you for choosing Jacobs Music Center for all your Musical Needs!

1 Milton Ave, Highland, NY • 845 691 2701
JacobsMusicCenter.com             @ jacobsmusiccenter

Open: Tues, Wed, Thurs 11-9pm, Fri & Sat 10-5pm

Opt to Adopt!
We have the  

perfect pet for you!
Looking to adopt a dog or cat?

Thinking about volunteering 
your time or making a 

donation to help us care  
for over 200 animals waiting 

for homes right now? 
Come visit us Tuesday - 
Saturday noon - 4pm.

Appointments required for 
volunteering and adoptions. 

Visit our  
Adoption Center at 

PetSmart in Kingston

. .

P.O. Box 88
46610 State Hwy 10, Delhi, NY

(607) 746-3080
info@heartofthecatskills.org

Visit our  
Gifts from the Heart Store,  

located on the shelter grounds.
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SUN. AUG. 16
Show: 3pm - 9pmDoors: 2pm

ROCKS
DEMOCRACY2

Natalie Merchant

Proceeds will fund local 
Indivisible pro-democracy 
e�orts and Ulster Rapid 
Response ICE Watch

Gail Ann Dorsey, Kate Pierson, 
Professor Louie & The Crowmatix, 

Jenna Nicholls, Bruce Katz, 
The Bob Cats and more.

COLONY, Woodstock, NY

Featuring:
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have our same audience that have been 
coming for 25 years or however long, but 
we have new audiences that we’re looking 

ROBERT BLOOMER         FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED
• TAKE DOWNS
• CHIPPING
• TOPPING
• CLEARING
• SCENIC VIEWS
• CABLING
• STORM DAMAGES

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”

We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating
for Driveways and Parking Lots.

845-679-7949
Serving the Hudson Valley

Cell: 914-388-0501                           robert.bloomer@yahoo.com

to respond to, too, to see what they think 
and how we can change things.”

The not-for-profit Bird-on-a-Cliff 

Theatre is a lo-
cal institution 
that offers a 
low-cost form 
of entertain-
ment that is 
s i m u l t a n e -
ously fresh 
a n d  e v e r -
changing, as 
performed in 
a charming, pastoral field. Making sly fun 
of sacred forms has remained a reliable 
way of elevating community unity since 
the days of the Bard, and perhaps our 
troubled times could well use a little 
more of that.

VINTAGE — ANTIQUES
Rt 28, 3 miles west of Phoenicia

Two buildings packed full of 
Clothing, Furniture and Accessories
BLUE BARN MARKETPLACE

est. 1979

845-688-2161        Open Fri-Sun 11-5
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EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE
• Well Pump Service
• Plumbing Repairs & Installation
• Water Filtration Systems
• Radiant Heat Flooring

• Oil & Gas Heating Systems - 
Installation & service

• Septic & Drain Installation/
Sump Pump Installation

Accord 
845 626-5088 

Boiceville 
845 657-7423

Licensed Master Plumber #136 • Fully Insured
riceplumbingandheating@gmail.com • riceplumbingandheating.com

“America’s First Not-For-Profit 
Community Pharmacy”

Providing a more holistic approach 
to what a home-town pharmacy can he.

53 Main Street, Phoenicia
845-688-0188   wellnessrxllc.com

Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 9-6
Tues 11-6, Sat 9-5 • Closed Sun

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED • STERILE
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TANNE’S ELECTROLYSISPermanent
Hair Removal

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE
FREE CONSULTATION 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878
Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.

Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo
22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck

www.anneselectrolysis.com

Furniture, Lighting, Home 

Decor, Tabletops, Accessories, 

Custom Window Treatments, 

Curtains, Reupholstery, Window 

Shades & Blinds, Wallpaper, 

Designer Fabrics, Area Rugs, 

Skincare, Bath & Body Products, 

Fragrances & Gifts

Marigold

INTERIOR DESIGN 
& FURNISHINGS

HOME

KINGSTON | RHINEBECK

845-338-0800
www.marigold-home.com

Summer Theatre 
Festival 2026

Summer Theatre 
Festival 2026

WoodstockPlayhouse.org

845-679-6900

4 Playhouse Lane
Woodstock, NY 12498

Coming Up: Disney’s Newsies,
Alice in Wonderland,

The Play That Goes Wrong
Gershwins’ Crazy For You...

WoodstockPlayhouse.org

845-679-6900

4 Playhouse Lane
Woodstock, NY 12498

Coming Up: Disney’s Newsies,
Alice in Wonderland,

The Play That Goes Wrong
Gershwins’ Crazy For You...
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Painter Leah Lopez carves out depth on f lat surfaces

by Maura Rosner

 

An artist’s brush is never guided 
by their hand alone; it moves 
with the collective memory of 
the instructors, masters, and 

traditions that came before.
For contemporary American oil paint-

er Leah Lopez, the canvas is a space where 
classical European roots, New York 
legacy, and a 25-year studio practice 
converge. Born in New Mexico and 
influenced by her Western roots, Lopez 

has built a career and an educational 
foundation. She is operating today from 
her studio in Kingston.

Lopez’s formal journey began in Los 
Angeles at the Mission Renaissance 
Academy for Art, where she completed 
the program under school founder Larry 

Guided  
by the 
light

Gifts, Souvenirs, Local Interest Books
Toys, Soaps & Candles | Homemade Fudge

“Something for Everyone”

 Minnetonka Moccasins, Boots & Hats
 Handmade Wool Hats & Mittens

 Incense, Soap & Candles
 Puzzles, Games & Toys

 Old Fashioned Candies & Fudge

 We are packed to the rafters with fun, 
 practical and hard-to-find merchandise. 

 Come visit us for a unique
 shopping experience.

 84 Main Street Phoenicia, NY 12464
 www.nesteggshop.com     (845)688-5851

5009.crtr - Page 1 - Composite
NOV.2010/pages/FestOLights/Cindy

84 Main Street Phoenicia
(845) 688-5851

nesteggshop.com
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Gluck, whose teacher, Giuseppe Trotta, 
was an Italian-American portraitist who 
emigrated from Italy, to the United States 
in 1891. Trotta was a prominent figure 
at the Art Students League of New York.

As Lopez’s artistry expanded, she im-
mersed herself in the Italian chiaroscuro 
tradition, an artistic technique that uses 
strong contrasts between light and dark 
to create the illusion of three-dimension-
al volume on a flat surface. She relies on 
the cool clarity of north light to carve 
out depth within the everyday. Lopez’s 
artistic inheritance traces back to Frank 
Mason, one of the most passionate de-
fenders of classical technique at the Art 
Students League.

Lopez keeps busy on the hyperlocal 
arts scene.

Her recent work is on display at the 
Woodstock School of Art instructors’ 

August 4-9, 2026

FREE ADMISSION FOR KIDS 10 & UNDERFREE ENTERTAINMENT

249 Libertyville Rd. New Paltz, NY

Scan for Info

Buy Tickets Early & Save!

UlsterCountyFair.com
Tickets • Schedule • Discounts

Servicing Crosby, Miller 
& Saugerties SchoolsBefore & After School Care

Wolf’s Daycare
Center and 

Nursery School
Quality Care that Lasts a Lifetime

NowAccepting 
Enrollment!
Ages 6 weeks - 12 years

Betty Wolf
Director/Owner

(845) 382-2844
181 North Drive, Saugerties, NY
Open year round & snow days.

We accept DSS!
www.wolfsdaycarecenter.com

The Ice Cream
STATION

Come in for 
a delicious treat!

32 Flavors of Hard Ice Cream
Vanilla & Chocolate Soft Serve

Sundaes, Cones & Shakes!
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birdonacli�.org
BLANKETS, CHAIRS, PICNICS WELCOME

ADMISSION FREE     ($10 SUGGESTED DONATION)

45 Comeau Drive - Woodstock, NY 12498

July 31st - Sept. 6th
Fri , Sat, Sun  5:30PM
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on Bird-On-A-Cliff
Theatre Company’s
Woodstock

Shakespeare Festival

exhibition through August 29. This 
autumn, she will lead Mastering Light 
and Shadow: A Chiaroscuro Two-Day 
Intensive workshop on October 2 and 3 
at the Woodstock School of Art.

Her work is currently featured in the 
group exhibition at the Mark Gruber Gal-
lery in New Paltz through July, where she 
is showing three oil paintings rendered 
from life. Lopez maintains ongoing rep-

KIWANIS ICE ARENA
Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating

Public Open Skating Admissions 
$6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free. 

Public Drop In Hockey/Sticks & Pucks $8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - $3 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

Skate Sharpening - $5 a pair 

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES • PRO SHOP  
845-247-2590  |  kiwanisicearena.com  |  6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

CLEAN 
IT UP!
MASONRY/ 

STONE WORK
CLEARING AWAY LEAVES, 

BRANCHES & CLUTTER
RE-EDGING AND  

CLEANING GARDEN BEDS
STONE WALKWAYS,  

WALLS AND CHIMNEYS
PRUNING

845.399.3186

Celebrating 54 years  
of indepdendent  
local journalism

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Hoffman’s Barn

Antiques ~ Collectibles 
1000s of Items

Hours: Fri. & Sat: 9 - 5:30, Sun. 10 - 5 
or call for an appointment

www.hoffmansbarn.com
email: hoffmansbarnsale@yahoo.com

Buy & Sell  (845) 758-5668
19 Old Farm Road, Red Hook, NY 12571

1 CLERMONT AVE. | GERMANTOWN, NY

friendsofclermont.org/post/party26

August 22
4 - 6 P.M.   

CLERMONT STATE 
HISTORIC SITE

    
Celebrate our 

Semiquincentennial on a 
Founding Father’s lawn. 
RSVP BY AUGUST 16.

resentation at this gallery.
Lopez will participate in The Power 

Within, a group figurative exhibition 
opening at The Lace Mill in Kingston 
on September 5.

Finally, Lopez has scheduled a solo 
exhibition at the Wired Gallery in High 
Falls next spring. This exhibition will 
turn a sharp focus on the physical world 
of the chiaroscuro tradition.
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By arrangement with 
CAMERON MACKINTOSH
a new production of 
BOUBLIL AND SCHÖNBERG’S

LES MISÉRABLES
Directed by JENN THOMPSON
Music Supervision by AMANDA MORTON

By WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
Directed by DAVIS McCALLUM Featuring
KURT RHOADS as King Lear

KING LEAR

By WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
Directed by MIRIAM LAUBE
Original Music by AMANDA DEHNERT

AS YOU LIKE IT

GET YOUR TICKETS

Samuel H. Scripps Theater Center
2015 Route 9, Garrison, NY

ON STAGE THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 27
ON STAGE THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 27


